The Bible in 3 or 6 Months

What is it?

Simply a group based Bible reading plan enabling the participant to read every word of the Bible in 3 or 6 months, either straight through or in chronological order.

Why should I do it?

The Bible is God’s written word to us - “able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” (2 Tim 3:15-16) - yet many Christians have never read it completely. 

Instead we read and re-read particular sections, often bits here and there and sometimes not even whole chapters - “The Word of God well understood and religiously obeyed is the shortest route to spiritual perfection. And we must not select a few favorite passages to the exclusion of others. Nothing less than a whole Bible can make a whole Christian.” A.W.Tozer
We make resolutions and commitments to read it in a year, or to just read it more. Often we don’t approach it in a focussed way and find ourselves falling behind – “The Bible will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from the Bible.” D.L.Moody
This way you will read every word of the Bible, and what’s more, you will read every word!

Why read it in such a short time? Can you really take it in?

Granted, reading the Bible in this way is very different to the in depth focussed Bible studies you’re probably used to, but it will be a very different, powerful and effective experience. Reading the Bible this way will:

· Give you a bigger, wider perspective on God, His people, and His story

· Give you a bigger, more accurate picture of Jesus

· Allow you to find things out for yourself and form your own views and opinions

· Reveal numerous characters and events you’d never heard of before

· Give you an overview of the Bible and highlight parts you’ll want to study in more detail

· Get you through the hard bits quickly (if you’ve ever tried Bible in a Year but gave up at Ezekiel, Chronicles, or even Numbers, you’ll appreciate this)

· And as for taking it in, don’t worry about it too much because my experience has been if you trust God, and commit yourself to simply reading His word, He’ll handle the taking in. 

“When I study the Bible, I prepare myself to talk to others. When I read the Bible, God talks to me.” (Moody)

Hmm, but why do it in a group?

Let’s be clear here – reading your Bible in 3 or 6 months is simple but it’s not easy. Joining with others to read it and reflect provides encouragement, accountability, the insights and perspectives of others and a lot of fun too! Think of it as The Good Book Club.

Okay, so what does it take to read the Bible in 3 or 6 months?

The commitment and time to spend 40-60 minutes (or 20-30 for the 6 month plan) daily reading the required passages.

The commitment and time to meet once a week for an hour (or once a fortnight for the 6 month plan) with the members of your group, to discuss what you’ve read. Together you’ll tackle the difficult bits, share your insights and even laugh – a lot. 


If that seems like a lot, consider:

· How much time do you spend watching tv? Reading other books? Or doing anything else with your leisure time?

· It’s only for a few months. Can you give something up for a season to immerse yourself in God’s word?

· You get to spend an hour talking about God’s word. How often do you get to do that?

· It’s God’s word!
“We must all suffer from one of two pains: the pain of discipline or the pain of regret. The difference is discipline weighs ounces while regret weighs tons.”(Jim Rohn)

I see there’re 2 different plans, which one should I choose?

The simplest is the Straight Through plan. You start at page 1 and keep going. The advantages of this plan are:

· You can use any Bible you like

· No time spent flicking between sections

· No complicated plan to follow

· Each book is read in its entirety in less than a week with no interruptions, giving you an overview of each book.

The Chronological plan (presents the events in the order scholars believe they happened. Prophets are read with the Kings they spoke to. Psalms are interweaved with the events they inspired. The gospels become one enthralling narrative. This plan is based on the NLT One Year Chronological Bible and I would recommend you obtain a copy for yourself (http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_ss_2_5?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=nlt+chronological+bible&x=0&y=0&sprefix=nlt+c ). This way the plan is as simple as the Straight Through plan. 

It is completely possible to use another Bible, just be aware that you’ll need to flick back and forth between books, chapters and passages without getting losing your place on the plan.

By the way, don’t be put off by the Chronological plan – it’s not as bad as it looks! You’ll be reading the same amount as the Straight Through plan.

“The Bible is the greatest example of the whole being greater that its parts”. –Michael Phillips.

Okay, I’m convinced, what do I need to do now?

1. Get your group together

2. Decide which plan you want to do. 3 months or 6? Straight through or chronological?

3. Decide where and when you’ll meet. Make it as convenient as possible. We met for an hour straight after church in a nearby pub. This meant we weren’t cramming an extra meeting into busy lives, just extending our Sunday one, and agreeing to an hour meant the meeting was focussed.

4. Choose a leader. Their job will be to make sure everyone knows where and when to meet, what passages to read that week and then start the meetings by saying “So how has it been this week?” Seriously, that’s all I had to do. I rarely had to have back up questions in case any conversation stopped.

5. Do it.

That’s all there is to it. 

So go do it.

For some years now I have read through the Bible twice every year. If you picture the Bible to be a mighty tree and every word a little branch, I have shaken every one of these branches because I wanted to know what it was and what it meant. --Martin Luther

(If you have any questions or would like any help, encouragement, or accountability with running or joining a group please don’t hesitate to contact me, take_aim@hotmail.com. If you are running a group please let me know how it’s going.)

