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New beginnings feature in this editionlotouch t he 0 Fr ¢
project with New City of David; the Early Intervention Centre
starting in the next few week
worl dos newest country; and d
following theEssential Jesiady guide. Why not find something
new to pray for and get involved in this New Year?
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From the Ministry Team

Vigorous Discipleship

oPercy. Hi s n a me OFaithfBl parseverance issohceurse a i d
rather churlishly. what ds required of
di sciple. The word

thought her husband of more awayod one who accepts the
than 50 years was called Bill, so discipline of continued learning and

this required investigation. spiritual growth. Sometimes such
Apparentl y s he h addgyddpersistericeidall lumanly a t
first, but he had persisted until speaking that holds us to Christ.

finally she had agreed to marry him. There are seasons in individual lives
Her father had niaoakimoarroapbraté chunch bBfeMr
Per s ev é&henace theendme when there are no big moments; no
Percy, which had stuck ever since. electrifying revelations or

The worrying thing was that even experiences of the Spirit to carry us
after 50 years of apparently happy forward. All we can do is to put
marriage she still thought of him as one faith foot in front of another

a bit of a pl odd eandtnwshhim. Whe bdoldoh 6 t
take no for an answer. Revelation tells us that it is this
enduring faithfulness that eventually
receives the reward, describing
those who remain faithful as

The kind of faithful dovercomer so.

perseverance that is
t a recent EIl de

. requ”;ed of us we found ourselves using

ISﬂOt a dUI @me0|pﬁrea,se (‘)V|g
but a hopeful, discipleshipé6. Thi

enthusiastic faith good description for the kind of

faithful perseverance that is

required of wus. (.

but one of hopeful, enthusiastic
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fait I t s not volintedr buegiftk dndirdinistrigtsa t s

h.
S not how it forthesdke bfdhe health of hed |
t

ol tod
wono bot her ¢ o miBody of&hrigt.
mored (the attitude some have
adopted to the idea of SPBC coming pologies to anyone out
together in evening worship), but of there called Percy. My own
the kind that say#, \mamehasstsaws a new
time, and | need to be part of it, challenges, especially if you were a
willing to learn and open to what fan of The Magic Roundabout and
God will do next O6Brianthe snail. The truth is that all
of us have a new name. The name
As we continue toOpen Doors of the vigorous disciple is

so that people can journey closer to CHRISTian. What an honour to

God we need to go through those  bear his name! What a

doors oursel ves. respohsibitittds partly wha
our Essential Jegesading scheme is

about as it helps us all to know oLet us run with perseverance the race
Christ better. Tthhakid sét before aisylookirg omyece d
to face the now familiar financial Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our

challenge that confronts the church f a i (Hebrews 12.12)
at the beginning of each New Year.

That ds what wil |l Beentadraged out i nto
the world, living out Gospel values

that shine light into dark places. Bria

That ds what will "enable us to

| have fought the good fight,
| have finished the race,
| have kept the faith.

Now there is in store for me
the crown of righteousness.

2 Timothy 4.7 -8 (NIV)
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Around the Church

Fresh Start at
New City of David
NCD have recently started a new

programme working with homeless This new project is giving
people in the city centre and the people we meet

offering them food as well as the a new hope in Christ
word of God. This new project is enabling them to make

called FreshStartl t 6 s gi Vi ’ o
people we meet a new hope in a fresh start in their lives
Christ enabling them to make a

fresh start in their lives. This was
inspired by the book ofPhilemon
from verse 10 onwards. We read
how unuseful Onesimus was to
many people and Paul saw that
Onesimus became useful to him and
wanted to give Onesimus a fresh
start and he appealed to Philemon,
his former master, to welcome him.
He said if Onesimus owed anything
to Philemon he was to charge it to
Paul.

We are appealing to all readers to
donate food so we can increase the
days we feed them as we currently
feed them twice a week (Tuesday
and Sunday). We can testify that
we found talented musicians
amongst them and are encouraging
them to use their talents to get
back on their feet.If anyone is
interested in donating food, serving
or sharing one to one please feel
free to contact Pastor Nicholas on
or Seh.

We understand and believe that
these homeless hungry people
appear unuseful to society but to us
they are useful if we welcome them
and give them a fresh start. We Nicholas Mutoniji
believe that if they owe anyone

anything, Jesus paid the debt in full.
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Cragg at Christmas

Two wonderful memories of Cragg We had such a blessed time

as we celebrated the birth of Christ together, retelling the story, singing
on Christmas Eve with a Carols by ~ Well loved carols and lighting the
Candlelight and Christingle service. Christingle candles with all their

As the day approached | became symbolism that God so loved the
more despondent as a realized how World that he gave his one and only
many of our own congregation son that all who believe in him shall
would be away visiting family. But ~ Nnot perish but have eternal life.
when the day arrived people came

streaming in, friends and family,

neighbours, and those who we have Gaynor Hammond

built relationship with during the

year.
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To Africa on be going to the local charity shop at

a Mission the start of Lent.

| am off to Rukungiri Uganda at . |
Easter to work with Mission Direct | t 88 good to talk!
on a medical mission. | will be The telephone system at Headingley

has been behaving erratically for a

working on the neonatal unit at : ;
while 8 those of you who tried to

Nyakabale hospital arslaying with

Alice and John Tumusiime. call the church office shortly before
the trip to Swanwick last year might
Some people mentioned to me remember being cut off in mid

their intentions to sponsor a child ~ Sentence, several times! The cabling

through the Rukungiri Orphan in the building has now been

Project (www.rop.uk.net). upgraded and BT are scheduled to
install the new phone system on 13

| will be visiting my sponsor children F€Pruary. So if you experience
at the primary school.If you are difficulties getting through around

sponsoring a child at the school | that time please be patient: a better

can bring along a very small gift and Service will follow!
a letter from you (unwrapped). _ _
Because of security | will wrap your SPring Cleaning o Storage

small gift when | get to Rukungiri. ~ SPace o
Folks at Cragg Hill did a thorough

clear out last year and now have a

streamlined storage system. In the

mean time the cupboards at
Headingley are creaking

Liz Crathern

l:]pdgthes frhom m—_ under the weight of
the Churc r their contents.
Office —m § Volunteers are

Lost and Found — B cont_lnumg to work
As in any public place, ] their way through
lost property tends e all the storage

to collect and we spaces and are
now have a big bo donating or binning unwanted
of hats and gloves items: if you have personal

etc in the foyer at Headingley. If property stored at church please
youdve noticed yoruedcrleainmm sisti nngh g pelde
favourite scarf please come and it. Thank you.

rescue it soon. Unclaimed items will

February & March 2012 intouch Page7



Spring Cleaning 8 Through a Faith and Politics

glass darkly Greg Mulholland MP was the

If anyone wants to burn off a few speaker at a meeting at South
pounds, after the festive season, we parade on 19 January (see photos
can offer free O gpeléngarrahged byeChuches P -
The inside of the windows of the Together in HeadingleyUnder the
Headingley building, and at Cragg title of "Believing for a better

too, are in need of spring clean. If  society”, he outlined how his faith
you are up for this one off job influenced his thinking and decision
please call Gemma at the Church  making on the serious issues facing

of fice. Budtwed am®t&dci foday, and then answered a
mean the big windows in the

Sanctuary at Headingley...

Cash for Tr(ash)easure
Wedre planningh
family heirlooms wobbly piano
stools etc. so we can buy things
we need: weod
blinds up in the Parlour. Some
6treasuresdo |
have to be given away, especiag
as we need more space for .
storing some of the blue paddet
chairsd to meet health and
safety requirements.

Gemma Eastwood

sl
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range of questions, covering benefit cake was made and iced by Rachel
cuts, excessive pay for top earners, Wright (photo 4). She was also
University funding, the green presented with a painting as a hint
economy, the contribution of the that she should relax by doing some
state towards charitable initiatives  herself (photo 5).

and the advantages and

disadvantages of a coalition | am sure we all wish Gaynor every
government. blessing in the next stage of her life.
Pam Roe John Lockwood

Gaynor Retires As Adel News

Regional Tutor with As we begin 2012
the YBA reflect on Godos

A service was held to mark Gaynor &nd provision for us in recent
Hammondés retiren®iS from the
Northern Baptist Learning
Community at Trinity Church, e
Rawdon, on the afternoon of activities at Adel over the

Sunday 15 Januarit.was attended ~ Christmas season ranging from

by a |l arge numb e rSeryces iqdingers Carglgwere
friends, including many from Cragg SUng at the coftee shop, in Wayland

Hill Mission Community where she ~ Croft and at our popular
is the parttime minister. community event the Christingle

service.

We had a number of events and

The service started with a period of ) )

worship (photo 1 on the next page) The Christmas dinner was held at
and then tributes to Gaynor's work  the golf club and attended by

in the YBA by Emie Whalley, Jane ~ &round 50 people, some members

Day and Vivienne OH%GMS?iOé‘ﬁorf;m%nifyﬁﬂdawed

number o guest s
regularly worship with us. We were
pleased to welcome John Crosse as
our after dinner speaker. It was
really good to hear about and see
some photographs
adventures in the high mountains.

by prayers (photo 2).

Gaynor is not retiring completely,
so there was a Commissioning for
the next phase of her life (photo
3). After the service we moved to
the church hall for tea and

further speechesGaynor's lovely

February & March 2012 intouch Page9
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Developments

We are looking forward to new
developments at Adel. Rosemary
Stirk has become our elder and
wedre | ooking

a mission community. At our

January mission community meeting

we appointed Andrew Beddingham
and Tim Hellawell as additional
members of the leadership team.
We believe that our team has been
strengthened through this process.

Mission

We will continue to hold Prayer
Walks in our local area and are
hoping to arrange a session when
members of SPBC who live in our
area but dondt
join us to pray for the Adel
community. Watch out on the
weekly notice sheet for more
information about this.

Following the successful carol
service at Wayland Croft, a

"“.Q“
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for
out how God will lead her and us as

Pray for us as g
we seek to develop
our mission in Adel

sheltered housing ¢
planning to hold a number of similar
events through the year. We
believe that God has opened the
door for wus and
through to see where He leads us.
In October this year a small group

we

w oof us Will b going outAalAdbbniawoi | |

work alongside Jan:
currently serving with the BMS in
Albania. There are plans to support
Janeds work in the
opportunities to meet with the folk

from the church Jane attends.

At the time of writing two of our
members are in Burma / Thailand
and Guinea Bissau continuing their
longstanding work in these
countries. Please pray for them as
they serve God in this way.

Community

On 19 February wedl
Adel 6s 19t h annivel
from the YBA will be our guest

February & March 2012
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speaker and we look forward to If you would like to find out more

hearing what God has to say to us  about the work of OCC and

through her contribution during the individual stories please visit their
service and informally as we share website:

lunch together after the service. www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk

In addition to the services, small

groups and missi olmankayod i vi ti es wedr e
hoping to have a number of

outreach events such as a quiz Gill Hooper

night.

Wedd ask you pr ayH_e?dﬂ)ngleyus as we
seek to develop our mission in Adel ~ Highlights

throughout 2012. Advent at Headingley was marked
by some joyful events, including a
Margaret Greer service of dedication for Luke Aidan

Blyth, with many family and friends.
At the same service we also
Shoebox Appeal welcomed Barbara Parkins, and
at SENT Lynette and Guy Woodcock into

A big thank you to everyone who  membership, The nativity service
took part i n Samaggtheted tRelchildréhaid ydting

Operation people into a special time of advent
gﬂ'rlljt;noalsl < (‘ celebration.

| -
Shoebox "Q. ‘&s "h'llQ' A) The whole church Candlelit
Appeal. @ Carol service is a key event
Because of / $ in the Christmas season.
you we o Many individuals and groups
were able to , contributed and it was
send more wonderful to join together
than 60 with such a big congregation.
boxes to We were very sorry that Colin
children

-NIAre Jones could not be there having
||\_/|r_19 n _ rehearsed the choir over some
difficult circumstances who will have \yeeks, but it was lovely to have his

experienced the joy of receivinga  daughter Helen to conduct in his
gift at Christmas. place!

Pagel12 intouch February & March 2012




The Christmas Day service
proved that the story of
the birth of Christ has lost
none of its power to move,
comfort and challenge

Christmas morning at Headingley
saw the whole church gathered
together for worship, with
visitors from far and near an:
extended families all
together. A special
mention must be made
of the telling of the
Christmas story with full
staging and props and a
cast of the ministry team and
some (very) young volunteers!
The service proved once again that
the story of the birth of Christ,
Emmanuel, God with us, has lost
none of its power to move,
comfort and challenge.

Becky Halligan is joining the mission
communityleadership team and
Adam Clayton was elected as Elder
recently. We look forward to all

that they will bring to the life of the
church, and our mission community.

We remember too those who have
loved and served in the church over
many years, and who are no longer
with us, especialleorge

Jackson. We are thankful for all
they have done, and we pray for
comfort for Marjorie and her family.

In January we welcomed guests
from the Lighthouse Group ata
Commissioning service for Hazel
Randall and the other volunteers
(see page 18). Tim Morphin from
TLG vividly demonstrated the great
need there is to intervene early in
the lives of the children like the
ones the centre will be supporting.
As we prayed for this
exciting venture, we sensed
that God was doing a
new thing amongst us.

Now the year has now
started in earnest, the
students have returned for the
next term, and we will be focussing
on what God has in store for us and
what we believe to be his priorities
for the mission community over the
next months.

Look out for the ceilidh on 10
March, and there is a rumour of a
further Yorkshire 3 Peaks challenge
in the late spring promoted by Tim.

Barbara Crosse

February & March 2012
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Church Meeting
Update

At the church meeting at Cragg on
26 January we ate cake and:

1 elected Adam Clayton and John
Pelham as elders and-etected
Sian Wrangles as a mission
community leader.

agreed a budget for 2012 which
forecast a deficit of £34k,
subject to a review in June.
agreed to work towards all
giving being to general funds
rather than for special appeals.
heard of the inspiring work of
the Arab Christian Fellowship
and received an invitation to
join a service in the Green
House on Sunday afternoons.
noted progress towards
establishing a Christians Against
Poverty centre.

discussed how we might all in
our discipleship become both
more vigorous and more Christ
-like. Watch this space for
further reflections on

developing leadership and other
giftings!

Geoff Greer

Fairtrade

Fortnight...

...is from 27 February to 11 March.
Can we all make a conscious effort
to buy one or two more fairtrade
goods in our weekly shop?

And watch out for some special
offers on the church stall on the last
day, Sunday 11 March.

Pam

Roe CU

[ @=
| 9

fairtrade.org.uk/step

Towards the

Three Peaks

| was recently honoured to speak at
the Adel Mission Community
Christmas Dinner, and became
aware that it was probably timely to
bring other colleagues up to date
on my glorious and extended mid
life crisis!

Some of you will know that when |
retired from fulttime work as a
police officer in 2009 and set up my
own company, among other

Pagel14
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L » ~ R ‘ qualifying, about

needing to marginally
improve my offpiste
performance, about
needing one more Ski
Club reference.

With regard to the
second, | could write
about the honour | felt
wearing the Great
Britain vest at the
World Masters in
California last July, and
of the disappointment
activities | set myself three personal of dislocating my shoulder, and
challenges: about the longhaul through surgery

and recovery, which is still ongoing.
1 To qualify as a Leader for the

Ski Club of Great Britain And as for the third...
1 To represent Great Britain
in masters athletics John Crosse
1 To complete my version of
the Three Peak$ ie trek to Johnés full report

Everest Base Camp, climb towards the Three Peaks will be in the
Kilimanjaro, and ascend Mont  April issue ofintouch You can view

Blanc. photos of his expeditions now at his
company website www.JX2020L.co.uk.
With regard to the first, | could
write about being close to

...informed... e
& 46
Share news from Around the Church, fror : @ °=
your Mission Community, homegroup, ce - P Tkl e S
group, project or meeting by emailing “_——“
magazine@spbc.org.uk.
g p g CITLY
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BMS World News

Following Jesus on a last piece was a final interview that
bumpy road in Chad gave us the 18 members of staff we
needed.

BMS doctors Andrea and Mark
Hotchkin reflect on the ups and
downs of their first year in
Chad and the opening of the
Guinebor Il hospital.

Bumps soon came thick and fast as
Mark had to return to England to

be investigated for swallowing
problems; thankfully it was nothing
serious. It did, however, mean that

any things have gone to we opened the hospital two weeks
M plan over the past year: late, and the official inauguration

unpacking and sorting a had to be postponed. On top of

mountain of supplies from the USA that we were unsure if we would
in July and a useful trip to see our first patients as the staff

Cameroon in August. Finally, in decided the wages were too low
September it was time to hire a and had plans to resign en masse.
new staff for the hospital as we Finally, at 8am, on opening day, the
tested 200 candidates for the prayer and diplomacy began and by

nursing and midwifery posts. 10am we saw our first patients.
Although we were happy to start

working, a huge bump came when

The first bump came when the \ X
Mark was taken ill the next day with

highest mark on a test we thought
was basic, was 40 per cent. The
following practical test for the top It has been a

20 per cent proved to be fun, with a bumpy road so far.

watermelon masquerading as a You can never be
buttock needing an injection and a i
ol adyé made out o quite sure what

was bleeding after childbirth. The will happen next

Pagel6 intouch February & March 2012




what proved to be typhoid, and pre-Berlusconian days when Italy
spent the best part of a month in was experiencing an economic
bed. boom in the 1980s, it was the
custom at Christmas time to offer

lthough it has beenabumpy empl oyees o6l a tred,i
Aroadsofar,wearegrateful 13th month of the

for the work and staff we an extra monthoés s
do have. Typically we have around Christmas present.
20 inpatients, 40 new outpatients, = Amanda Redwood & Alex Anderson,

20 followrups and about Italy

one baby born every day. @

We operate about eight 30 The number of days
surgical cases a week. The of fasting during the month
are not huge numbers but | \ of Ramadan. (Sometimes 31
keeps us busy and you car depending on the month!)

never be quite sure what S After dusk the fast is broken

will happen next. p until the following dawn.

. ,BM S BMS worker in Afghanistan
Please pray that we will
overcome the bumps and world mission 182
turns, and lead others to

Jesus in all we do.

The number of
bunches of onions (12 per bunch!)
transported from the fields to the
stores on a recent visit to Ebenezer
Agricultural Training College in the
Matopos Hills region of Zimbabwe.

Andrea & Mark Hotchkin

We continue our series about The onions collected had been

mission life: _ harvested from four of the fields

1, 2, 3 and counting that morning, and were for sale at
the markets in Bulawayo.

13 In ltaly the number 13 is Ruth Biddulph, Zimbabwe

considered to be lucky. In fact, in

...inspired...

Find out more about the work of BMS at their website:
www.bmsworldmission.org

February & March 2012 intouch Pagel7?
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Early Intervention
The Lighthouse Group Partnershi

t the November Church On 7 January eight of us went to
AMeeting the church agreed  TLG in Bradford and spent the day

to support TLG Early training as behaviour coaches.
Intervention Project. This is a great Rachel Morfin has produced the
opportunity for South Parade to O0Ti me Outdé prograr
build on the existing we 61| | be using.
partnerships with Little encouraged to understand
London and Hollybush their feelings, explore the
schools which Heather an choices they have and
Dave have been developi think about the
for some time. consequences of

. choices which
The project involves Th@LIghthOUSGGI’OUp they make. They
volunteer behaviour educating young pecple, ranslrming ves  3so work on a
-coaches going into practical project
school for one hour each week to  which lasts for 10 weeks.
work with individual children who
are struggling. eather and | have been to
H see Jill Wood, the head
teacher at Little London.
She is very enthusiastic about the
Pray that the team project and keen to get it running
will quickly begin to as soon as possible. We have

build good relationships arranged for volunteers to go in to
the school for an induction session

with the children and we hope to have volunteers
working in the school by half term.

Pagel8 intouch February & March 2012




| have made contact with Hollybush selected for this intervention.

school and hope that things will 1 That the team will quickly

soon start to progress there too. begin to build good
relationships with the

We value the support of the children, their teachers, and

Church in enabling us to embark on the parents/carers.

this challenging and worthwhile

work. Hazel Randall

Please remember to pray for us: TLG Coordinator

1 That the right children are

...involved...

I f you are interested in find||ng
Early Intervention Centre speak to Hazel, Heather and the other vplunteers
or visit the TLG website: www.tlg.org.uk

Youdre he 2 * - "~

light, bringing out the\ —_
Godcolours in the

world. God is not a g ™
secret to be We 6r €
public with this, as public
as a city on a hill. If |

makeyouligitear er s, you domnf't t
hide you under a buckpt,
a |light stand. Now t pat

hilltop, on a light stanshine!

Matthew 5.14 -16 (The Message)
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A New Country
Tearfund in South Sudan

Last July, Tearfund
launched an appeal for
the newly independent
South Sudan, one of the
poorest countries on the

pl anet . Theyodove
amazed by the generous
response.

ouncing brightly on her
umds knee,
oroca surveys the scene

around her with contentment as
her Dad, Deng Deng looks on
admiringly. Six months ago,
Nyi gengos
Sudan village of Omdurman was a
source of worry and stress. The
birth brought lots of complications
and her Mum, Ajak, lost lots of
blood.

A long and arduous road trip to the
nearest hospital in Aweil looked
likely but medical staff at a Tearfund
clinic in Omdurman the only

health facility for many mileswere
able to help successfully.
0Thank

God the

bahpyadNgi gpomg my

earfun

been
Tearfund clinic managed to control

the bl eeding, 6 say:
improved well and, as you see, the

baby is fine. | 6 m
f ami |

Thanks to the overwhelming
support for the South Sudan appeal
last summer, Tearfund is improving

ar r i v alilesin @mduriman arfdl otihet h

communities like it across the
worl ddés newest
by offering hea
helping to build better water and
sanitation facilities and training
people to improve their agricultural
production so they can better feed
their families.

nat |
| t h

The demand for such help is
considerable. As well as locals like
Deng, there are thousands of
people returning to South Sudan

s tfrarh the nort, hopimgefor a better

Page20
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life, many buffeted by decades of over land and cattle forced nearly

civil war. 30,000 people from their homes
last year.

Dut Adim

Longor is Tearfund is

one of them. committed to

Tearfund has helping the

provided him people of South

with seeds, Sudan overcome

tools and the obstacles of

two goats material and

since he spiritual poverty,

arrived six to work alongside

mont hs ago and h etlies with Christlike compassian

five crops. A borehole constructed as they have for many years.

by Tearfund is only ten minutes?d

wal k from hi s h o nGenerositptontardsstree gmpeal o | 6 |

never forget what Tearfund has means that their operational team

done for us. | can now feed my there can target remote and

family and | i ve wiedebtedlareas as.wéll as deal with
future emergenci es.

But big challenges remain for the to help communities build more

people of South Sudan who gained wells, waterstorage facilities and

independence officially on 9 July latrines, as well as tackling sickness
2011. The new government faces and disease by providing primary
the unenviable task of building a healthcare.

nation out of a land scarred by
conflict and natural disasters such as

flooding and droughts. There are thousands
ith health facilities and of people returning

Wschools scar to South Sudan,
surprising that South hoping for a better

Sudan is in the bottom ten for life many buffeted

countries with poor development. '

And of course, after so many years by 0_|e_0ad95 of

of fighting, tensions remain. Border civil war

clashes, tribal conflicts and disputes

February & March 2012 intouch Page21
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The giving by supporters will enable opportunity to bring hope where
Tearfund to help people develop there might be none, thank you for

sustainable livelihoods and train your generosity and for shining the
them to feed themselves. And for  church is responsive to the needs of
their | ocal part ntehres,wowhlodmd st hneeywievset
been supporting for 40 year s, it ol l

mean they can undertake a variety Mark Lang
of development projects, working

with local churches. o .
This article is taken from the latest edition

. of Tear Timewith permission. For more
an Njelango, T edadisfvish el @afunder§ U Nt y
epresentative for Sudan, says,

0So many |l ives hldr goudve sSsefpackomeghi

Christian magazine that you think could be
by poverty, but the wholehearted shared with the whole church please

response to our appeal offers us the ontactintouch

...inspired...

Please pray for
1 The integration of those returning to South Sudan and thaf|they
can help tackle poverty
1 An end to tribal violence which has killed many since indefjendence
1 Wisdom for churches seeking to mediate
1 Improvements to food supplies, amid warnings there could| be
chronic shortages due to erratic rains

You insult your Maker
when you exploit the powerless;
when youodore kind to
you honour God.

Proverbs 14.31 (The Message)
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Weekly

P raye r THPARADE
: BARTISTCHURCH
D I ary M\’, Cl,v».ar.'f_y #n Christ

FebruaryMarch 2012

oPrayer is essential

Pray hard and long. Pray for your brothers and Siﬁ(t

Keep your eyes open.
so that no one falll s

Ephesians 6.18 (The Message)

5 February

Education Sunday. Pray fddazel Randall and the
volunteers as the TLG Early Intervention Centre begins. Hray
for the children theydl]l b e
Hollybush Schools. Pray fddeather and Dave as they
work with children in other local schools. Pray for teachgys
you know.

I n
ers.
eep
b e

wor |

Lord God, we thank you for the education we have receivjed from
teachers and schools, from colleges, academies and unijfersities,
from parents and friends. Help us to support those who wlork in

education, to appreciate the important job that they do in ghaping

the future of our world and to remember them in our prajers

Pull out and use!



12 February

Pray for the different Mission Communities
Sout h Par ade, not j
member of. For Adel, Cragg, Connect,
Headingley, New City of David and
SENT. Pray for the leaders of th
communities and those who lead worship a
preach. Pray for t
in and the communities they serve. Pray
your own Mission Community, and your o
place within it.

Lord God, you call us to be part of a
community. Strengthen and inspire us
as together we seek to build your
Kingdom, share your love, and shine
your light, to the glory of your name.

19 February

Pray for people we have link
working with Mission organis:
and preparing to go, or expl
recently returned. Remem
Green, Jane Waites, Levi E
Diane Horsley, Jayne Godfl
Macfarlane, Chris and Dort
Irene West . Pray for the wi
Mission and other missionary

Lord God we pray for 1
countries and in difficult
support them in the UK;
be disciples of Jesus: ¢

one day every knee wi

confess that he is Lord
will come in a

4 March

Pray for friends whodve | eft Lged:

churches in the UK, or are training to work in fitlme ministry. Pray for
Caroline Brown, Roy Starling, Steve Jackson, Dan Mcleod,
Andrew Goldsmith, John Gleghorn, Trevor Daykin, Karl Martin,

Mark Greer, David Morris andNick Cook .

Lord God we pray for your church across our land. O Breath of Igve,
come breathe within us, renewing thought and will and heart; corpe,

Love of Christ, afresh to win us, revive Thy church in every parj.




s with serving overseas

tions.  For those planrjngawrence Cockrill - andKate Burkett .
oring a calling, and th¢se

beiSteve and Ismay
300th, Esther Powe,
ey, David and Ann
othy Gnanakan  and
10le work of BMS Worlg
groups.

hose who work in hard

26 February

Pray for the Ministry Team. Pray foBrian
Nicholls, Richard Pollard, Gaynor Hammond,
Nicholas Mutonji, Dave Bartram, Ron Phillips,
éfeather McLeen, Gemma Eastwood,

Lord God we thank you for the Ministry
Team of South Parade. Guide each of theni
in your ways we pray, encourage them in
their work and witness. Be with them as
they serve you each day. Help us all to
share in the ministry of the church, to
declare to a waiting world that you are our
Lord and Saviour.

for us, as we too seek t

situations; for those whE

ive us faith to believe th
Il bow and every tongue
, and that your kingdom
Il the earth.

St Geor

Pray for other
have influence

Lord Go
with the

bring hope and light to the darkest corners of our city. We
pray for those who make difficult decisions in difficult times
about where resources need to spent. We pray that Christigns
would come together to proclaim your saving power and grace,
and that our communities would be transformed by the

t 11 March

Pray for projects and organisations in Leeds tfpat
the church has links with. For thé&hristian
Unions at the Universities, theloanna Project,
geds Crypt, Mount

local churches. Pray for Leeds and the people who
in the city.

d, we pray for Leeds. We pray for those who work
most vulnerable in society, for people who seek t

knowledge of your love.

Cr o|s s
Schools, Christians Against Poverty, Headingley Street
Angels, the Global Cafe, the YBA andLeeds City Mission .



18 March

Mot her s®& Day. FPamisy yandf foends y|lo u r
Remember the families of people who have recently djed.
Pray for those coping with sickness, in hospital, or who fingl it
difficult to come to worship on Sundays.

Lord God, thank you for our friends and families, for oy
homes and communities. We lift up to you those who
need to know you near them at this time.

-

own

25 March

Pray for the work of the church. For thABC Coffee Shop and

Trinity Cafe , for the Ret i r e d Per son $sodthel e |

under 5s, Youth Cells andactivities for children and young

people, for Rootless, and the ongoing work with theGreen
House, for Church@Little London andCafe church at Holt
Park. Pray for the elders and deacons. Pray for your small gr
leader.

Lord God, your Kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

For your own prayers...

bup

For contributions to the Prayer Diary, email magazine@spbc.org.uk



Easy as ABC

| go to Asda on Wednesdays but before | start to shop,

There is a very friendly place where | have got to stop.

Just dondt know how | manafged
If they ever close it, it will be sadly missed.

It is just a little Caf ®, nd
It is clean and warm and friendly, we have needed it for yefrs.
Run byA del BaptistChurch, so its called thABC .

You will not find anywhere better for a coffee or a tea.

| f you are feeling oOpeckisfhd |
The price is very reasonabf e,
Why dondt you pay a visit,| you

You know you got a bargain for the small amount you paid

Please listen, you developers, when S ,

knocking places down,
Leave the ABC al on he
of town.

Stan Dixon

ABC Coffee Shop customer aged 90

For details of service times,
locations, Mission

HPARADE Communities, small groups,
BAPTISTCHURCH L | drends wolr k , S

Budding Comwanity m Christ .
events, our vision and
structure, the weekly notice sheet, sermon downloads, this
magazine, and much more, go to the church website:

www.spbc.org.uk
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Step of Faith

AWork in Progress

a baby and brought up in a

Christian home, one of four
children, who have all become
Christians. My parents made sure
we were part of our local church
and most of my next 16 years
revolved around the church and its
activities. | remember when | was
about 10 years old, albeit in a very
childlike way, inviting Christ into my
life.

I was born in Belfast, baptised as

Becoming a Christian for some
people can be a very gradual
process, for me, starting back when
| was 10. Mine has not been a
oroad to

Step

guess you could say it has crept up
on me slowly. Yes, there have been
gaps in my faith but | have never
rejected God.

After leaving home at 18 and
moving to London to start nurse
training, my attachment to church
was broken. | still had faith but God
played a very minor part in my life.
| thought life was good.

t 19 | met my husband Peter
and towards the end of my
general nurse training we

got married, moving to Leeds so
t hat | could trai

Da ma s ¢ u snarseclsutoessfully compieted thel

course one month before giving
birth to my first daughter, Siobhan.
By 23 | was a wife, an adult and
childrends nur se,
| was also becoming curious about
my faith again. Healing my rift with
God, | was confirmed into the
Church of England in 1984. It was a
very sedate event; not at all
reflecting me! However, | felt truly
amazing, like | was home again, life
was good.

Page28
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Sophie and Rosie pestered me to

go back to the church. It was

November 1992. One Sunday |

. took the plunge and stepped into
LOOng baCl_(’ | know the church, Sophie and Rosie

that wi t houtpartuaidided Aunky &dn. Bhe
| would have been in was lovely, putting the girls and me

an even darker place i ght at ease. The
tea parties, they were great fun. |

loved the informality of the church,
the preaching and the hymns. | was
made to feel so welcome by people
like Judith, Val and Heather, it was
Little did | know the next few years  so refreshing. One of the first

would become the darkest and people | met was Christine, she had
hardest of my life, momentarily two girls of similar ages and we
challenging my faith to the brink. quickly became friends. | originally

Yet | was glad to have been blessed thought that going back to church
with two small children who gave was about my children, but | now
me a purpose for life at this time. | realise it was not just about them,
sensed great paradoxes in my faith it has also been about me maturing
journey at that time. Loss is hard: as a Christian.

to lose an identical twin is a bit like

part of you dying. You have to | have come of age so to speak in
learn how to become a person in my Christian journey: in November
your own right. Looking back, | last year it was 18 years since |

know that wit houtcanidodS®BC ahdd hape miade
would have been in an even darker some great Christian friends here. |
place. Life was not good. have had so many missed
opportunities to get baptised over

ver time, | realised that the past 17 years, moved by so

the church | was attending many testimonies, none more so

was not meeting our than when Sophie was baptised
needs as a family. One afternoon here a few years ago. Until recently
Siobhan came across SPBC and it | had viewed being confirmed as the
was an open day. Winnie Bairstow pinnacle of my acts of faith but |
showed the girls around, and they  now know, although it happened

loved the Sunday School rooms, for a reason, it is only a part of my
especially the big rocking horse. faith journey.
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of being dunked fully clothed and by the most wonderful family,

my head submerged below water. | my husband (a neheliever who

know only to well | am not the supports me in my faith) and | have

perfect Christian, a work in a great bunch of friends and church

progress! | have needed forgivenessfamily. | have had a great career in

for things | have done or said. | am neonatal nursing, more latterly

t he way God made oweeseasinUganda. Ofroousal r e

my family would agree that | need there have been hard times.

to slow down more, have more fun, Accepting God as your Saviour is

be less impatient, less controlling not a passport for an easy ride, but

but hey that 6s n ulamssafeintheknowledye that He
takes that ride with you. When my

| have begun to model myself more Dad died | said at his funeral that he

on the teachings of Jesus, who asks had given us a glimpse of our

us to be more humble, kinder, Fat herds | ove in

more giving, more loving, more baptised because, intellectually,

merciful, to get alongside the needy emotionally and personally | believe

and the dispossessed. | also know in Jesus Christ. | believe he died on

that because | am a work in the cross for you and me, to set us

progressd | am an imperfect but free.

loved specimen.

| used all sorts of excuses to get out I am so blessed. | am surrounded

Liz Crathern

Forget the former things,
do not dwell on the past.
See | am doing a new thing.
Now it springs up, do you not perceiveyit?

Isaiah 43.18-19

...inspired...

column to inspire and encourage others, email magazine@spbc.dfg.uk
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A Week in the Life of...

Heat her Mc L e ¢

Wednesday mor ni ng a n dcoaching $or childranrwho will soon
meeting! The Ministry Team all get be moving up to High School and
together to look at the passage for are considered to be at significant
Sunday, share diaries and discuss  risk of being suspended and
any current issues and expelled in the future.
of course banter, lots of We need to get them
banter! | then pop up sent off ASAP. | sort
and touch base with out todayods e
people in nhail: Gesy excitingd
pretty busy this |l 6ve got anot
morning, not a quiet confirmation from a
pl ace to b school for our Rewind
Little London on Sunday to Easter programme.
afternoon i ti me;
I have to produce 450 Now off home to
flyers to hand out in the watch portions of
schools around Little Spiderman 2 and to
London. This means plan for the two cells
speaking nicely to the Riso printer  this evening. First cell is for years
and using the guillotine till my hands 5-6 there are seven lively boys that
are black. This takes about an hour come along; the hour and a quarter
and is pretty boring. goes very quickly. We have a game
to start with while catching up on

Th en i tds of f ttoingstloathave bapgenedsince last
couple of CRB checks for week, good or bad! Then we

our new volunteers helping  usually watch a clip from a film and
out with the Lighthouse Group have some discussion time

project in schools (see page 18). connecting it to a Bible passage,
They will be engaged in behaviour then hot chocolate, cake and
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cooki es.
| eave and t he
| do a retake and run through the

programme again. | leave soon after | ove it .

nine and call in to church to finish

up(!) and collect a CRB form. Then
Gr e gapmintmientl Bgmhoohetd make t e |

itds home to

ready for a cup of tea!

The kids really love the
songs at this school.
| definitely come away
having had fun.

Thursday starts early as | have an
assembly: the kids are great and
always join in. After clearing up |
call in for a coffee and chat with a
mum. Then back to church to get

Sunday Monday Tuecsday Wednesday Thursday
Friday Saturday Sunday Menday Tuesday
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Mon gay
~ A Week =
= eek =
Yue: day
Sun oy
Frid aay
e in the ey
Mon day
m LIFE Ofees
Thu S99 ay
Tue: day
Sun aay

Friday Sacurday y r 4 Y
Wednesday Thursday Friday Sacurday Sunday

Monday Tucsday Wedncsday Thursday Friday
Saturday Sunday Menday Tuesday Wednesday
Yhursday Friday Saturday Sunday Menday

T h e-theyi t Geserythihg readytioalunghéme club
y e aart

7L iatntdl e8 OLso nadrorni .v el
story, quiz and singing. The kids
Whi | e
call in on one of the ladies | support
and then take another for a hospital

| &

Gregbs tea and t he
till 9pm: theyodore |
talented so itods u!

n Friday | have an early
assembl vy, so | ¢
the house by 7.30, hoping
that 1011 be abl e
park when | arrive!l Assembly goes
well then itods off
and Stephen Turner to see how
theydre doing. I
to Drop-in at Cragg. Back to
Headingley to get things ready for
lunchtime club at Weetwood. The
kids really love the songs at this
school and | definitely come away

having had fun.

Sunday morning: up and out to

church to set up for Junior church.
Running the older youth this
morning, thereds u:
kids in the group. After the service

has finished | need to sort out a

couple of CRB checks so we can

get them sent off.

Little London is this afternoon so
Greg and | have to pack everything
into the car and have a quick lunch
at home before heading off to set
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up. We open the doors at 3pm and
we pick up one of the families after

Tuesday - ah bliss! No assembly

so donot need to b

we have set up. The hour and a half house early today. | do my emails

goes very quickly: craft, chat,
cooking then Bible story, cake and a
cuppa. The families have started
helping us to clean up now which is
great. Lifts home afterwards for a
couple of families then home for
Sunday lunch with the family a little
later than normal. Family time for
the rest of the evening a game or

DVD.

W morning assembly in
Little

to catch up with some of the staff

about their weekends. Afterwards

Back at church | catch up with Kate

to see how

under 508s. On

clubs for thisweek i t 6 s

Primary today. Checking with the

e | | Monday s

t o

and planning for cell at home all
morning. | pick up Sam Newby

Wright for lunchtime club at

Rosebank in Burley. We do the

same thing in all four schools each

week. Back to church to set up for
Beecroftds day Vvi si
Reception from Beecroft have been
coming for the day for 3 years now.
They bring a packe:
real adventure for them so

everything needs to be just right.

L o n d oTe timé god@n<omegsorauicd to 6

odclock and itodos ti
Otley Road again! Off up to the
Vipans to run the oldest cell (year 9

e v er y tand abhoyd). sThereqre L0&lgds i n

timat canmermlong. g heltimergeeb t i me

B e eweny fadt: tatch up time, DVD clip,

Bible discussion and milkshake and

reception teacher that everythingis amazi ng cakes from
sorted for her class visit on soon 8pm and time to head off
Wednesday. Back to the office to  home for tea with Greg...
do admin things- not my favourite!
Lots of thing to sort out for Heather McLeen
Redmire; letters need to go out and
the coach needs booking.
...involved...
To find out more about Heat hjer ds
email heather@spbc.org.uk or contact the church office.
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Questions

Which gods do we serve?

t the WEA biennial
conference, Richard
Wilkinson presented the

evidence that shows that more
equal societies are better for
everyone. He is a retired Professor
of Social Epidemiology at
Nottingham. His latest booRhe
Spirit Levevith 300 pages and 450
references is unlikely to become
popular reading! With ruthless
logic it demonstrates that greed
permeates and damages
communities.

At the WEA Regional AGM, Danny
Dorling offered reasons why
oBritain has

in Western
Professor of Human Geography at
Sheffield and the author of a book

7) i

t he

??0'

0
The Spirit Level
Why Equality
is Better for Everyone
Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickelt
'I:‘l‘:?'vr:::. big snaugh to chunge political thinking'
/ / - .
A =
R o %
L "( -
e W iy
70 TRER Ry
wor st chilTd povert

E ur o p ecélledinjudtice: Why social inequality

persists

Both books rest on an immense
volume of evidence analysed by
accepted statistical methods.
Injusticés more difficult reading and
Dorling when asked if he could
write an idiotds
that it could not be simplified, as
every claim had to be strongly
supported by evidence. For

g
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example in 1980 the richest people
in Britain had 6% of the wealth.
After tax, this was reduced to 4%.
Twelve years later the figures are
16% reduced to 13%. And again
NHS prescriptions of anti
depressants had risen sevenfold in
the fourteen years up to 2006. Itis
no wonder that the BMJ review
used the words
hittingo.

the teaching of Jesus and is too
close for comfort. Again there are
many Bible texts and stories to
choose from. Can we see in Isaiah
a condemnation of our own
society?

By chance searching the meagre
shelf on religion in the public

o flibrane IfcundCounterfeit Gdtdg r d

Timothy Keller. In a 16 page
introduction the author challenges
the reader to recognise that the

guestion is not 0G
The similarities between but rather owhich
serve?o0. I'n five

our society and
that condemned
by Old Testament
prophets are striking.
Can we see in Isaiah
a condemnation of
our own society?

oth authors write from a
Bzecular standpoint. It seems
xplicit that there is need for

remedy and that the remedy lies in
social and political action. What
are the resonances for Christians?
The similarities between our
society and that condemned by Old
Testament prophets are striking.
Their pattern of the proper
obedience to God is reinforced by

identifies such gods. Can we name
them all and which ones does Keller
leave out? In two further chapters
and an epilogue all illustrated with a
very literal interpretation of
examples from the scriptures, he
demonstrates that the world is not
neutral. Does the Bible not say
0Choose which God
John Holmes used to talk about the
ol 6 in the middl
do Christians reconcile with these
three writers? (For those with an
antiquarian interest, Adam Smith in
1759 and Nietzsche a century later
diagnosed both the cause identified
by Keller and the effects
demonstrated by Wilkinson and
Dorling.)

Cyril Snell
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Oscar 0s

St

A Reflection on Genesis 12

Oscar is
In the last part of his account,
they | eft
began a difficult journey,
arriving near Bethel. Oscar
continues the story:

were here but | know we were

getting rather hungry. A
famine was taking
hold so my
master
decided, right
or wrong, to
pull out and take
control, something
you humans are rather
good at. We mere
animals just live for today
and make do but you humans
seem determined to be in control.
I am so gl ad |
intell ect,
problems. So off we set, heading
south towards food, towards Egypt

I t is difficult to say how long we

It was as we were getting close |
overheard Abraham talking with his
wife, Sarah. Well what | heard

A b r a h a mongarlcnzadeare want to vomit.

Here was a man | had grown to

Abr ah a mdveandrespeet and avimodad

looked after me well, telling his wife
that she had to tell the authorities
that she was his sister just so HE
did not get killed because of her
beauty. How selfish, | thought,
think of number
you? | actually found out later
that Sarah was in fact
Abraham's sister, well
half sister anyway
S0 may be it
wasndt so
after all.
Small lies are
not full blown
lies are they and
God forgives ¢

0o n¢

He?

d ol théught th raysedf at yhe time what
tryi ng st o twoarbko uotutt hliisf eGb

that just wants to go on loving and
forgiving, loving and forgiving those

who put their trust in Him despite
their obvious fail.]
ever did come to a satisfactory

answer other than | am glad He
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does for
of us who were fortunate enough
to be called his servants.

Do you know the little trip down to
Egypt made a big impression on me
as | saw that this mighty God that
Abraham, my master, was engaging
with each new day just cared for
him and his family in a way that
seemed unjustified and undeserved.

off we set again, after being
S’cked off by the Pharaoh for

isleading him, he instructed
his guards and footmen to release
Abraham and his family together
with all, yes all his possessions. |
mean usually the top brass would
retain something for themselves,

but no Abraham was yet again being

protected by the Almighty.

What Abraham did next just

demonstrated that he knew that

God had kept and sustained him
and that taking
matters into your

Abr ah a moosit fremabHgypt aadrhebdefl straighta | |

back to the place where God had
settled him in the first place, the
place of security between Bethel
and Ai, the place that God had
promised to Abraham that He
would give him all the land.
Abraham did the only thing that
that can be done when Almighty
God steps into our disasters, he
built an altar and worshipped. He
gave thanks for all that had been
entrusted to him from above.

| saw that this mighty
God cared for Abraham
and his family in a way
that seemed unjustified
and undeserved

What | saw in this man, my master,
was someone who believed God

own hands and God counted him righteous
just does because of his faith. It gave me, one
not work. of his trusted camels, a sense of
He set  security knowing that my master
served a greater master who even
cared for me.
Oscar
(As told to Steve Ford)
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