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He was an out-and-out 

evangelist who loved nothing 

better than to present the 

appeal to turn to Jesus  

(page 22) 

I’ve never done this 

before.  I know nothing 

about ladies’ ankles  

(page 14) 

I now realize the omission 

in ‘the Great Commission’ 
(page 11)  

The Atheist Sunday School (page 35)  
Do we wrestle with God? 

(page 27) 

Arrangements were 

quickly made for the 

construction of a small 

wooden church in York  

(page 24)  

The evening included a 
Talent Auction.  Some 
people have the most odd talents!   (page 5)  

All you need is a 

hammer, a screwdriver 

and a pair of pliers  

(page 10) 
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Well, I trust that you are enjoying the summer.  Ideally it provides an opportu-
nity for rest ï whether through going away on holiday or simply making the 
most of longer sunny evenings (weather permitting). 
 

G 
od has always used the vehicle of rest to help refresh, shape and pre-
pare his people for the next season of work ï I know this has been our 
prayer for Brian while he has been on his well deserved sabbatical. 

Such rest is important, for the autumn promises to be an exciting time in the 
life of South Parade with such things as our Commitment and Vision Sun-
days, launch of our school of theology, and a plethora of different activities of 
kingdom service across our mission communities. We trust that our life to-
gether will continue to be interspersed with a stream of testimonies of all that 
God is doing in us and through us ï not least as we hear from the two church 
mission teams as they return from South Africa. 
 
I am particularly excited at how the churchôs 
spiritual life will be enriched in new ways as 
a consequence of the New City of David 
fellowship having formally accepted our 
invitation to become a mission community 
of South Parade. They recently had a week-
end of mission and it was fantastic to have 
been at their opening session where their hunger for God was so palpable. 
 
But as we prepare ourselves for the next season of Godôs work amongst us we 
need to ensure that we are functioning from our place in the vine (John 15): 
that all aspects of our life are rooted in Christ and that in this period of rest we 
are open to our masterôs pruning, care and refreshing through the gift of his 
Spirit. 
   

Richard  

  Pastorsô PagePastorsô Page  

 We need to ensure 

that all aspects of our 

life are rooted in 

Christ  

I am the vine; you are the branches. 

If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; 

apart from me you can do nothing.      John 15.5 (Todayôs NIV) 
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  SENTSENT  

SENT Mission Community Update 
  

It has been an active spring for the SENT mission community. 

  

E 
arlier this year, Ed Preston and Helen Capocci joined the leadership 
team. Ed leads one of the worship bands for the evening service, 

is about to start a year with UCCF (Universities and Colleges Chris-

tian Fellowship) as a Relay worker, and recently cycled from John OôGroats 
to Landôs End in just a week and a half to raise financial support for this next 

year! Helen is also involved with the music at the evening service 

and leads one of our home groups. 
  

Members of the leadership team organised a couple of social events earlier 

this year. Nigel led some of the congregation on a walk from Bolton Abbey, 

across the fells to Simonôs Seat and back. A few weeks later we organised a 
litter-pick in the streets around South Parade. We chatted to a few of the peo-

ple we met along the way, and were pleased to see a few of them come along 

to the barbecue that we organised afterwards. Weôre planning to repeat this in 
the autumn once the students have returned to Headingley. 

  

Weôre planning to build on the success of the Operation Christmas Child 

shoebox appeal last year, hoping to invite people to an evening of sorting and 
packing gifts and wrapping boxes together. Weôre also looking into the possi-

bility of having a ceilidh in the hall sometime in the autumn. So lots to look 

forward to! 
 

Helen Capocci 

Remember that SENT meets at 

Headingley at the later time of 7.30pm 

on Sundays in August. 

The services revert to their normal 

time of 6.30pm on 5 September. 
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  Cragg in South AfricaCragg in South Africa  

Building the Kingdom of God -  

by Building a Home for Orphans 
 

O 
n Thursday July 1, the Cragg Mission Community held a South Afri-

can Night at the Headingley site.  It was a fundraising event to send a 

party with Project O out South Africa, in early August, to build a 
house for children with HIV/AIDS.  Project O has a website if you require 

more details, as you will.  Some of the younger Cragg people are making a 

big effort to raise the money to go to South Africa, since they have to find all 
their own expenses.  The evening included a 3 course African meal, music 

quizzes, stories, talks, and most important, a Talent Auction.  Some people 

have the most odd talents!  The evening raised around £2000, and was great 

fun (see pictures below).  Now that the young people, together with friends in 
other churches, are about to go, please pray for them 

 

John Lockwood 
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O 
n 10 August, Cragg Hill will be sending a team of 21 people to Dur-
ban to build a home for orphans and to run two weeks of Holiday 

Clubs, with music, sports, arts, drama and Gospel stories for the chil-

dren living in a place called the valley of a thousand hills just a few kilome-

tres away from Durban.  
 

The team including 10 teenagers have been preparing themselves with 

monthly meetings since January.  We have been learning about work of the 

two Christian charities, Project O and Sethanu we will be working with, un-

derstanding the effects of Apartheid, learning a few sentences of Zulu, pray-
ing for the children we will meet and asking the question how can we be the 

good news of Jesus in a different culture?    

 
The situation in the valley of a thousand hills is very serious. It is believed the 

HIV rate amongst adults is as high as 60%. South Africa already has one and 

a half million orphans and that number is growing. ñEducation is so important 
to breaking the cycle of poverty but if orphans don't have a home and ongoing 
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support they will never make it through a classroom doorò (Project O direc-
tor Martin Downs). 

The team will spend the mornings labouring on building the home and the 

afternoons running the holiday club activities. For more information see 
www.project-o.org. 

 

The team have felt hugely supported by the Cragg community and the 

whole church who have given generously in so many ways including organ-
ising a sponsored three peaks walk. 

 

We massively value your prayers between 10-30 August, that we could 
achieve all that is in Godôs plans for us to do.  

 

 For staff at Project O and Sethanu to be encouraged.  
 For the team to encounter God in fresh ways as we live and 

work together.   

 For the children we serve that they may realise God's love and 

know his hope.    
 For safety and good health.  

 

Duncan Stow 

When Jesus looked out over the crowds, his heart 

broke.  So confused and aimless they were, like 

sheep with no shepherd. ñWhat a huge harvest!ò 

he said to his disciples.  ñHow few workers! 

On your knees and pray for harvest hands!ò 
 

Matthew 9.36-38 (The Message) 
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  BMS NewsBMS News  
Agabus unchained 

Jenny Riddell, a BMS World Mission legal worker in Uganda, was recently 

able to help a young man out of a frightening legal situation. 
 

A 
gabus was only 18 when the police picked him up in Kasese town 

one evening on his way to a friendôs house. They found that he had 

60,000 shillings (£20) in his pockets and decided that he must have 
stolen the money.  

 

He was remanded in custody and charged with a theft that had taken place in 
another village. Agabusô mother and father tried in vain to find out why he 

was imprisoned but were told there was nothing they could do. 

 

Jenny met Agabus when she went to the local prison in 
Kasese to teach prisoners about how they could repre-

sent themselves in court, and he volunteered to act as 

translator. Many people are uneducated and thus un-
able to answer the technical legal questions they are 

asked, so they are often falsely sentenced for crimes 

they havenôt committed. 
 

During the afternoon he shared his story with Jenny and asked if she could 

look into his case file as he had no idea why he had been arrested. When 

Jenny followed Agabusô file up at the court she found that the crime he had 
been accused of had taken place on the day before Palm Sunday. 

 

When Agabusô case was brought to court he was able to represent himself and 
provide an alibi now that he knew where he was on the date he had been ac-

cused ï he had been with his uncle in another village. The case was dis-

missed. 
 

After having spent three months in prison for a crime that he didnôt commit, 

Agabus is now back at school. Agabusô mother, who met Jenny a few weeks 

later, explained how she had stopped eating and cried herself to sleep for 
weeks during Agabusô arrest. She had not known what to do to help him and 

had simply prayed that somehow God would open a door for him to be re-

leased. 
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Persecution in Azerbaijan 
BMS supports the European Baptist Federation (EBF) in its programme of 

indigenous mission projects. The programme currently supports 65 mission 

workers throughout eastern Europe, the Middle East and Asia.  

 
Arshad*, one of four indigenous mission workers in northern Azerbaijan, 

writes of the difficult time the church there is facing: 

 
ñFarid*, brother Natiq* and all the believers in the northern part of Azerbai-

jan are being persecuted. Many believers have been fired from their jobs, af-

ter their bosses found out they were Christians, the people had searches in 
their houses, and have even been threatened.  

 

ñBrother Farid called me two months ago and asked us to pray for them, since 

brother Natiq was being interrogated about his beliefs. Shortly after this peo-
ple started to slander believers.  

 

ñDuring this time I talked to my brothers in Christ and with the Lordôs help I 
tried to inspire them so that they would not be afraid. After my departure 

Farid told me that there were searches be-

ing done, so possibly the neighbours in-
formed the local policeman. 

 

ñBrother Farid is a citizen of Russia. He 

had hidden a lot of Christian literature, but 
it was found. Therefore they have hung the blame on him, taking him in for 

questioning, and saying that citizens of other countries do not have the right 

to preach, never mind to distribute spiritual literature. We prayed all night 
long for brother Farid to be released ï he returned home the next day. The 

authorities decided to deport him from Azerbaijan. At present he lives tempo-

rarily with a pastor in neighbouring Dagestan. 

 
ñWe are praying that Farid will receive Azerbaijani citizen-

ship, since he was born here. We pray also that brother 

Natiq might not be fired, and for sister Turan, who prayed 
for them most. I ask you to pray not only for them, but also 

for all believers in Azerbaijan who face persecution. 

 
*names have been changed 

 

Pray for all believers 

in Azerbaijan who face 

persecution 



10 

A-Z of mission life (continued) 
 

D:  DIY 

Being handy around the home is essential to mission life, but 

you don't need to bring a massive toolbox with you. Any Bang-
ladeshi workman worth his salt will tell you that all you need is 

a hammer, a screwdriver and a pair of pliers. To this rather 

minimalist kit, we would add: a spanner to tackle the mysteries of local 
plumbing; a metal saw for when your neighbour's rabbits get trapped in their 

hutch because the lock won't open; duct tape for things that don't stick; WD40 

for things that do; and electrical tape for practically everything else!     
 

Fiona and Les Allan, Bangladesh  

 

E:  Embarrassing 

My most embarrassing moment: One 

month after my arrival in Johannesburg I 

was invited to a talent contest between 
three church youth groups. Fresh faced 

from Britain, I was asked to judge the contest. I reluc-

tantly bit the bullet and said I would. As I was giving the 
results to 150 youth, they stopped me half-way through 

and asked me to óperform either a dance or a songô. As the other leaders had 

already done this, I was facing no small pressure! Wanting to be the fun-
loving youth worker, I knew I couldnôt disappoint.  However as I broke into 

an un-rhythmic dance, I was praying desperately for the ground to swallow 

me up! The youth still joke with me about this and even imitate my moves!      
 

Dan Pratt, South Africa 

 

F:  Food 

Food is very important in any culture. One of the wonderful 

things is experimenting with new foods. My colleague, Ruteôs, 

family are wonderful; her brother is a builder during the week 
and at the weekends he fishes with big nets (New Testament 

style!). The entertainment for the family is inviting me over and 

teaching me how to eat crab ï how to break it open and what parts to eat!  
 

Julia Stanbrook,  Brazil 

 
More details at www.bmsworldmission.org 
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  Mission Training Mission Training   

South Paradeôs Mission Partner Chris Gnanakan 

encourages us to get involved in training disciples 
 

The Two Forgotten Words in the Great Commission! 
 

T 
he highlight of my outreaches last year was the invite to participate in 

the Balkan World Mission Conference at Macedonia. The key out-

come of Ravi Zacharias and my ministry here, was the production of a 
óManifestoô that clearly revealed how God had changed the óCome over and 

help usô mentality into the óGo into all the worldô mandate. Our Balkan 

óbrothers and sistersô, today are taking missions seriously, even obeying the 

call to go to India! Yes, we need to work hard, work long, work smart but 
importantly work right! Iôve learnt some things from Colonial and US Mis-

sions in the past that Iôd like to share. 

 
Some twenty years ago, I was travelling, 

doing evangelism, preaching, planting a 

church and pastoring. One of my mentors, 
hearing my goal óto reach India for Christô, 

enquired how I planned to do that? I glibly 

responded with the two buzz phrases: óplant 

churchesô and ófulfill the Great Commis-
sionô. Being a strategist, he popped a ques-

tion that changed my whole view of Chris-

tian missions: óAnd, how many more 
churches could you plant before you 

reached the 1 billion in India?ô This was 

my ómoment of truthô for missions! 

 
Jesusô mandate at the end of training óthe Twelveô was that his followers go 

to the nations and ómake disciplesô (the only imperative verb in Matthew 

28.19-20). The participles clarify the way we do this: evangelize the lost, bap-
tize believers and stabilize them, how? No, not by óteachingô, least we forget 

the two most important, two syllabus words within it ï teaching them óto doô 

all Jesus commanded. Only as we go to disciple unreached nations, óLo!ô we 
realize that his Spiritôs presence, power and providence is with us! 

Training excites, 

shapes, and directs 

minds.  It involves 

communicating the 

Truth, creating a 

moral culture and 

forming Christlike 

character   
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I now realize the omission in óthe Great Commissionô and why it is not being 
expedited! Beyond sharing the gospel (evangelism) a needful starting point, 

and teaching (education) what Jesusô said about the kingdom, our specific 

task is training (equipping) i.e. showing believers how to follow Jesus! It is 

reproducing ourselves in their lives and ensuring that they have the tools to 
teach others óto doô the same (2 Timothy 2.2)!  Training excites, shapes, and 

directs minds. It involves communicating the Truth (logos), developing com-

petencies to create moral culture (ethos) and forming Christlike character 
(pathos). World missions can become a reality only if the Church, as the 

agent of Jesusô mandate, trains trainers! 

 
My fear is that the Commission is shortchanged if our outreach is only about 

width and we play evang-elastic number games. It must be about depth and 

present the demands of Christian discipleship. The Gospel is integrated and 

wholistic. It touches and transforms every part of the human being. Jesusô 
vision and missionary method must be understood in terms of Biblical truth 

as well as undertaken within local contextual realities. A good training phi-

losophy measures efficiency and progress, so I invite all engaged in missions 
to consider the following focus principles to implement to fulfill the great 

Commission: 
 

 Concentrate on the unevangelized: Our óoutreachô must target the 

óunreachedô. Be passionate yet culturally sensitive. Ask questions of 
truth, relevance and application. 

 Teach the Biblical ówhyô and stress the óhowô of fulfilling the Great 

Commission: offer hands-on-training, avoid peripheral issues; remem-
ber itôs about Godôs light and fire. 

 Work through the local church: Jesus promised to build His church, 

so with this high view, learn to respect denominational differences, yet 

be intro-church not para-church. 
 Use indigenous methods and develop native resources: donôt gener-

ate dependency train to ócatch fishô in the natural, best way, then assist 

nationals to find their own ponds! 
 Everything rises or falls on leadership. Start from within; Begin at 

the top: Target and train key leaders, go for quality and constantly af-

firm homegrown leadership: create a sense of belonging, give responsi-
bility, cultivate ownership and teach stewardship. 

 Advance whole-life discipleship skills: develop character, spiritual 

disciplines and an integrated approach including social action to show 

how the Gospel makes a difference. 
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 Personally depend on the Holy Spirit to set a Christlike example at 
home and work. Foster godly fellowship, stay accountable and bal-

ance the Word of truth with the Spirit of grace. Always bear in mind 

without Christôs empowering presence we can do nothing! 

 
Certainly, with respect to the Great Commission, the main thing is to keep 

the main thing as the main thing. The Church-in-mission must make this 

paradigm shift: be radical (back to roots), be open to change and be Godôs 
best. As a learning community, letôs think globally and act locally, employ-

ing this multiplier effect. Donôt spend resources, time and efforts, rather 

óinvestô and ómultiplyô them! Jesus demonstrated and always intended our 
outreach be exponential ï teach each believer how to reach others, in short, 

train trainers! 

 

Chris Gnanakan 
For many more thoughts and articles by Chris and details of his schedule, go to his 

blog at www.chrisgnanakan.com  

Dorothy & Chris Gnanakan, with Brian & Elsie Nicholls 

on their recent trip to Maine 
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  Looking BackLooking Back  

Reminiscences of an Octogenarian Baptist Minister 

 

John Nicholson continues his account of his early days as a 

Baptist Minister, and his first church, Potter Street Baptist 

Church in Harlow 

 

I 
 had a shock on my first Christmas at Harlow.  I came from the Midlands 

where at Shepshed I had never known a service on Christmas Day.  On 

Christmas Eve we always went carol singing round the village, finishing 
between 3 and 4 am!  At Potter Street however as I entered the church, I dis-

covered a full church!  Evidently in London it was the custom to go to church 

on that one day.  
 

Most Sundays we averaged about 40-50, and the numbers increased very 

slowly.  Regular attendance from new members was rare, as many returned to 

London to visit relatives at weekend.  During the 5 years I was at Potter Street 
I experienced every possible pastoral problem ï some of which I have never 

experienced since!  Many couldnôt cope with the loss of the close knit com-

munity they had known in London.  The problems affected church members 
as well ï in 4 years I had 4 treasurers, one of whom disappeared to Scotland 

with the balance of church funds! 

 
Several newcomers came from West 

Ham Central Mission, the largest Bap-

tist church of that era ï with a 

Womenôs Meeting on a Monday of 
over 400.  On one occasion I met a 

woman who on my initial visit had said 

she was a member there, and I invited 
her again to come on a Sunday.  ñOh, 

no,ò she replied, ñI belong to the Mon-

day churchò.  Her husband, an ambu-
lance driver, always brought his dog to 

church, sitting up in the gallery, and presented us with a handmade wooden 

cross.  I had great difficulty getting permission to put it on the communion 

During the 5 years I was 

at Potter Street I 

experienced every 

possible pastoral problem 

ï some of which I have 

never experienced since  
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table, and that was a contributory cause of one treasurer leaving, who had 
belonged to the Plymouth Brethren.  Another former member of West Ham 

phoned me and said: ñIôve just had a baby. Please come and church me, as I 

canôt go out until youôve beenò.  When I said ñwe Baptists donôt do church-

ingsò she replied ñthey did at the Mission, a deaconess called and read a ser-
vice from a bookò.  I called, read a psalm and said a prayer of thanksgiving, 

and she seemed satisfied. 

 

T 
he first summer we were at Potter Street, Pam was invited to open the 

Village Fete.  I went along with her, and towards the end, the organ-

iser came to me and said ñwe need a judge for the ladies ankle compe-
titionò.  With great reluctance I agreed. The ladies lined up ï with a sheet 

covering them down to the ankle, and I crawled along the ground inspecting 

their ankles. I overheard a bystander say ñwhoôs that?ò, and her friend replied 

ñitôs the chapel pa...rsonò!  When the sheet was removed I was astounded to 
discover that the winner was our next-door neighbour.  She was delighted but 

I spoilt everything in my embarrassment by commenting ñIôve never done 

this before.  I know nothing about ladiesô anklesò!  One Monday morning 
when she was hanging out the washing, and I was digging the garden on my 

day off, I mentioned that we hadnôt seen her children at Sunday School for 

some weeks.  She replied ñtheyôre not coming any more, because we heard 
someone on telly say that you shouldnôt send your children to church if you 

didnôt go yourselfò. The conclusion that you should bring them hadnôt oc-

curred to her. 

 
I didnôt possess a car in those days, and the nearest hospital was in Epping 5 

miles away, so to visit it I had to cycle along the busy A11.  Both our sons 

were born there which is on the edge of Epping Forest, so they say they were 
ñbabes in the woodò!  At my last Harvest Supper I was presented with a 

moped and L plates hung round my neck!  The local press photographer had 

been told, so my picture appeared on the front page of the Harlow Citizen!  I 

failed my first test in Bishopôs Stortford, where there was little traffic, but 
passed it a year later after we had moved to Manchester, despite all the traffic 

there.  To attend the quarterly Ministersô Fraternal which was always held in 

Chelmsford, I had to catch two buses, so it took a whole day there and back. 
 

At my first Association meeting when I was welcomed, amongst those fare-

welled was Windsor Bond, who was commended for moving to a church 
plant in the North, at a place called Moortown in Leeds!  I mentioned that 

when I preached there in 1986 on my first engagement as Superintendent. 
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A 
lthough we were only 20 miles from London, we rarely went up to 
town as it meant either a long Green Coach journey, or bus to Epping 

and then the Central Line on the Underground.  As I was a Proba-

tioner Minister for the first 3 years, I had to do probationary studies, and I 

chose to write a dissertation on ñMessengersò, who in the 17th and 18th centu-
ries amongst the General Baptists were the equivalent of the modern Regional 

Ministers for Ministry and for Mission. This meant a regular visit to the Brit-

ish Library. In my last year as a Probationer the Baptist Union decided to hold 
an annual conference for probationers, as so many were leaving the ministry 

at that time to enter teaching, partly for vocational satisfaction, and partly for 

financial reasons ï I started in 1954 on £250 p.a. 

In 2005 to our surprise and delight we were invited back to Potter Street to 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of my ordination. The church has been 

enlarged again (and the pulpit removed!), and a new Hall built on the site of 

the pre-fab, with side rooms named after former ministers! In the afternoon 

we walked by our old house and could see the two fruit trees I had planted in 
the garden now laden with apples. The greatest pleasure however was to meet 

the last person I baptized there, a member of the Boys Brigade, who is now an 

elder, and the co-leader of an ecumenical church plant in the latest part of the 
town to be built. 

 

John Nicholson 
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Prayer  

Diary 
 

August and  

September 2010 

Pull out and use! 

Look to the LORD and his 

strength; seek his face always. 
 

1 Chronicles 16.11 
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  August 2010August 2010  
Sun 8 Richard Pollard 

Mon 9 BMS World Mission 

Tue 10 The Cragg Mission to South Africa 

Wed 11 Roy Starling 

Thu 12 Patricia Fletcher 

Fri 13 Pastor Nicholas and the New City of David Mission Community 

Sat 14 The Elders 

Sun 15 Ron Phillips 

Mon 16 Chris Gnanakan and the work of OTAN 

Tue 17 Headingley Mission Community 

Wed 18 Diane  

Thu 19 Young people receiving A Level results 

Fri 20 Trevor Daykin in South Ossett 

Sat 21 Christians Against Poverty 

Sun 22 Brian Nicholls 

Mon 23 Holiday Club starting today 

Tue 24 SENT Mission Community 

Wed 25 ABC Coffee Shop 

Thu 26 Naomi Bingley, Church Treasurer 

Fri 27 Work among students 

Sat 28 Jane Waites in Albania 

Sun 29 Gaynor Hammond 

Mon 30 The plans for the Green House 

Tue 31 Those in hospital or waiting for treatment 
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  September 2010September 2010  
Wed 1 Geoff Greer, Church Secretary 

Thu 2 Someone you know who doesnôt know Jesus 

Fri 3 Connect Mission Community 

Sat 4 Dan and Toria Mcleod 

Sun 5 Angela Cooper 

Mon 6 Church @ Little London 

Tue 7 Local churches of other denominations 

Wed 8 Your small group leader 

Thu 9 Steve & Ismay Green 

Fri 10 St Georgeôs Crypt 

Sat 11 Joanna Project 

Sun 12 Lawrence Cockrill 

Mon 13 The Monday meeting 

Tue 14 Students arriving in Leeds 

Wed 15 Heather McLeen 

Thu 16 David Morris in Cambridge 

Fri 17 The persecuted church throughout the world 

Sat 18 Blenheim Baptist Church 

Sun 19 For someone you can invite to Back to Church Sunday 

Mon 20 The work of Kidz in Kampz 

Tue 21 Cafe Church at Holt Park 

Wed 22 Cragg Mission Community 

Thu 23 Church office 

Fri 24 Baptist Union of Great Britain 

Sat 25 Ernie Whalley and the work of the YBA 

Sun 26 For people coming Back to Church 

Mon 27 Dave Bartram 

Tue 28 Margaret Turner 

Wed 29 The recruitment process for the next Administration Manager 

Thu 30 The Deacons 
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  October 2010October 2010  
Fri 1 Adel Mission Community 

Sat 2 Karl Martin in Edinburgh 

God of the Holiday 

 

Lord, as we approach summer breaks of various kinds, 

we pray for ourselves and for our world. 

We thank you for the luxury of holiday,  

for refreshment and rest from work. 

We pray for those whose lives are made harder  

and busier by long summer breaks,  

and we pray for those without the luxury of a holiday.  

May your peace be made known in their daily life. 

We think of the damage our travel creates in our world,  

and we pray for motivation and  

help in tackling the climate chaos now beginning 

to engulf the planet. 

We pray for those whose holiday will be blighted by  

the anxiety of what awaits their return. 

We pray for health, for all whose holiday is an escape  

from over-busy or unfulfilled lives. 

We pray justice and fairness for those in our world  

who scratch a living from the tourist industry. 

Lord God of Sabbath rest, 

make yourself known to us afresh,  

that all our days may become holy days,  

to the glory of your name. 
 

(from the Baptist Union website www.baptist.org.uk) 
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The Holy Alphabet 
 

Although things are not perfect 

 Because of trial or pain 

  Continue in thanksgiving 

   Do not begin to blame 

Even when the times are hard 

 Fierce winds are bound to blow 

  God is forever able to 

   Hold on to what you know 

Imagine life without His love 

 Joy would cease to be 

  Keep thanking Him for all the things 

   Love imparts to thee 

Move out of óCamp Complainingô 

 No weapon that is known 

  On earth can yield the power 

   Praise can do alone 

Quit looking at the future 

 Redeem the time at hand 

  Start every day with worship  

   To óThankô is a command 

Until we see Him coming 

 Victorious in the sky 

  Weôll run the race with gratitude 

   Xïalting God most high 

Yes thereôll be good times and yes some will be bad but é. 

 Zion waits in glory where no-oneôs ever sad. 
 
(Submitted by Mike Burkett) 
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  Jim McNaughtonJim McNaughton  

J 
im McNaughton, who died recently at the age of only 53, will be remem-
bered with great affection by many within South Parade for his ministry 

here as our first Assistant Minister in recent times. Indeed Jim was some-

one who, once met, you could never forget! 

 
Jim came from Leven in Fife. You knew he was a Scot not only from his ac-

cent but from the way he often appeared in a kilt or indeed tartan shorts! After 

marrying Ruth he initially worked in industry including a spell in Bergamo, 
Italy. He felt Godôs call to ministry and trained at Northumberland Bible Col-

lege, holding a student pastorate whilst there with Roy Searle in the pioneer-

ing Portrack church in Stockton. 
 

His first ministry after his ordination was as assistant to David Morris at 

South Parade. Jim was an out-and-out evangelist who loved nothing better 

than to present the appeal to turn to Jesus. He made a great impact on the 
lives of the group of young people in South Parade at the time. Despite his 

unconventional style he also inspired great affection in many older folk who 

responded to his pastoral heart and his down-to-earth approach. 
 

A 
fter three years at South Parade Jim and Ruth and their family moved 

on in 1989 to Kingsteinton in Devon. This was followed by minis-
tries in Morpeth, Newbury (where Jimôs pastoral care for Harry 

Weatherley, another former minister of South Parade, who was seriously ill, 

was deeply appreciated), York and finally at Ladywell Baptist Church, 

Livingston back in Jimôs native Scotland. Jimôs time at York was his longest 
and perhaps most significant ministry. It also enabled some of us to renew 

more regular fellowship with him and Ruth; Margaret and I particularly val-

ued their fellowship and spiritual counsel during this time. Many folk from 
Adel also remember with gratitude Jimôs ministry at a congregation weekend 

away at Abbot Hall. 

 

Jimôs thanksgiving service saw 400 people pack into the Elim church in 
Livingston to honour his memory and praise his God. Amongst those gather-

ing were past and present members of South Parade. The tribute to Jim in the 

Scottish BUôs newsletter said: 
 

ñDescribed by Roy Searle at his thanksgiving service as an ñold 
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fashioned evangelistò Jimôs passion and priority was indeed people 
outside the church and how to reach them for Christ. Any church he 

served very quickly saw this evangelistic zeal lived out and had to 

live with the consequences! Many people have testified since Jimôs 

loss as to how his life and ministry were instrumental in their com-
ing to faith. Indeed some were present at the funeral service. His 

other great joy in life was to see fellow pastors get together for mu-

tual encouragement and support and he consequently found himself 
an important part of many peopleôs lives as a result.ò 

 

A 
s we give thanks for Jim letôs continue to pray for Ruth as she 
grieves and sets out to make a new life for herself, remembering that 

she has recently lost both her parents, Jim and Mary Shepherd ï who 

many will remember from their time at South Parade. Please pray also for 

Jimôs parents and sister and for his children Paul, Dan (plus wife Becks and 
their three children), Sam and Jon. 

 

Geoff Greer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angels, help us to adore him 

Ye behold him face to face 

Sun and moon, bow down before him 

Dwellers all in time and space 

Praise Him!  Praise Him! 

Praise with us the God of grace.  

 
Henry Francis Lyte 
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  York WalkYork Walk  
York Minster - Rooted in Romance? 

 
The current Minster is the most recent in a long succession of óminstersô all 

built in the same area over the site of the Roman fortress which was built 

around  72 AD. 

The first one was built in 627 AD by Edwin, the Anglo-Saxon king of North-
umbria. His kingdom stretched from the borders of Scotland to Yorkshire.  It 

was Edwinôs conversion to Christianity which prompted him to build the first 

óminsterô which was made of wood and probably built around a well.  It was 

in this building that Edwin and members of his royal court were baptised on 
Easter Day 627 AD. 

 

Born a prince, son of the King of Deira (part of modern Yorkshire) he spent 
his early years in exile under the protection of King Raedwald of East Anglia 

because of the threat of the Northumbrian king who planned to rule the entire 

north east of Britain. Edwin was 31 years old when his enemy was defeated 
and he became king of the united Northumbria.  He made York his capital 

city.  Since his childhood, he had been taught the traditions of pagan worship 

so he built a temple at Goodmanham, some 20 miles east of York.  He ap-

pointed his friend Coyfi as its high priest. 
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Courtship and Marriage 
About 9 years into his reign, Edwin visited the king of Kent.  He met Princess 

Ethelburga, the kingôs sister, and fell in love with her. When he proposed 

marriage her initial response was to refuse because she was a Christian and 

she viewed his pagan religion as incompatible with her own.  Edwin, how-
ever, would not take no for an answer!  So, after long discussions, both with 

Edwin and her Christian priest Paulinus, she agreed to the union, but there 

were conditions.  Paulinus promised to give his blessing on the proposed mar-
riage if Edwin agreed to take regular instruction in the Christian faith, tutored 

by Paulinus himself after the marriage.  When this was agreed the wedding 

took place in 625 AD.  The couple re-
turned to York where they resided at 

Aldby Park (a village near York). 

 

Assassination Bid 
During their first year of marriage a 

would-be assassin entered the palace at 

Aldby on a pretext and he lunged at the 
king with a two-edged dagger covered 

with poison.  At this, Lilla, a knight 

body-guard, threw himself in front of 
Edwin and was fatally injured.  The 

king was slightly wounded as the knife 

pierced Lillaôs body and in the ensuing 

confusion, another knight was stabbed 
before the enemy was overpowered.  Elsewhere in the palace on the same 

evening, (Easter Day), Ethelburga was safely delivered of a baby daughter, 

whom she named Eanfled. 
 

As Edwin recovered from his injuries, he pondered on the providence of God 

in saving his life and giving him a healthy daughter.  He decided to embrace 

the Christian faith and  to arrange for baptism. 
 

Baptism in York 

A 
rrangements were quickly made for the construction of a small 
wooden church in York dedicated to St Peter.  Edwin and members 

of his staff, including his great-niece Hilda, who later became the 

Abbess of Whitby, were baptised. 
 

Edwin recovered from his 

injuries, he pondered on 

the providence of God in 

saving his life.  He 

decided to embrace the 

Christian faith and to 

arrange for baptism  
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Edwinôs new-found faith had a profound effect on his life. His pagan priest, 
Coyfi, also embraced the faith and a decision was made to burn down the 

temple at Goodmanham and this was later replaced by a Christian church.   

 

Edwinôs final years 
Edwin remained happily married for 6 years and his wife had two children.  

The family spent much of their time at the palace at Aldby and his position as 

Federal leader of the Anglo-Saxon monarchs helped maintain a measure of 
peace, but in October 633 AD King Penda of Mercia established a military 

alliance with the Welsh.  His superior forces overwhelmed Edwinôs army and 

he was captured and killed.  His wife and children, together with Paulinus, 
managed to escape to Kent where Paulinus later became Archbishop of Roch-

ester. 

 

Edwinôs legacy 

S 
hortly after Edwinôs death, Oswald, who would later occupy his throne, 

rebuilt the ñfirstò minster in stone.  This somewhat modest building 

lasted 100 years before being destroyed by fire. 
 

Within a short time another enlarged minster was built and it became clear 

that York Minster had become a permanent landmark in the city.   
 

Mike Burkett 
Please ring Mike Burkett (senior) for further details about the York Christian 

Heritage Walk which takes place each Wednesday from 11.30 am to 1.30 pm.   
visit www.onevoiceyork.org.uk . 

The number one cause of atheism is 

Christians.  Those who proclaim God 

with their mouths and deny him with their 

lifestyles is what an unbelieving world 

finds simply unbelievable. 
 

Karl Rahner 
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  Bible StudyBible Study  

Jacob to Israel, A Life Transformed 
 

Genesis 32  
 

J 
acob had taken a leap of Faith, maybe it 
was in desperation but nevertheless it 
was a leap of Faith. He had finally 

taken control of his own life, moved on the 
promises of the God of his fathers and now 
began to experience God as his God. In 
Genesis 31.42 as part of his rebuke to Laban 
he recognises that God had seen his afflic-
tion, the labours of his hands and had come 
to his aid. God always comes to our aid, He did the same when His chosen 
people were in bondage and slavery in Egypt (Exodus 3.7-8). He says to 
Moses from the burning bush, ñI have seen their affliction, I have heard their 
cry, I know their sorrows and I am coming downò.  
   
God knows our need He hears our cry and He is coming down: what a fantas-
tic promise.  
   
This is exactly what Jacob was experiencing; God had been watching over 
him, He knew his troubles and He had heard his cry and He comes down and 
meets Jacob who is on the way to his fatherôs house. Jacob immediately rec-
ognises that these angels that meet him in Genesis 32.1 represent some kind 
of security, reassurance that everything will be all right and he calls the place 
Mahanaim (meaning two hosts, a joining of God and man and ultimately a 
place of refuge and security). God has come down and provided that place for 
each and every one of us in the person of Jesus.  When we meet Him we are 
in a place of safety.  
   
Jacob was on a mission from God, he was returning home, back to the place 
where he had fled from, the place of conflict brought about by his own selfish 
making. He was going there because God had told him to (31.3). God always 
brings us back to the place where we went wrong, the place where we dis-
obeyed and disappointed God so that we can put right the wrongs. The great 
news is that God has come down and gone before us.  
   



28 

Jacob is destined to meet up with his brother who he has not seen for 20 
years. The last time he saw Esau was when he was so mad that he was all set 
to kill him. As far as Jacob knew this was still the case. Sometimes we have 
to confront our situations with fear and trembling, yet with the knowledge 
that we are in Godôs will and that we are participating in His great plan for us. 
Jacob knew that God had spoken and told him to return to his own country 
where he might be killed.  

   
God always steps into our situations and 
provides the refuge, but this place is a 
lonely place, it takes place when we are left 
alone with God.  
 
Jacob sends messengers ahead of his com-
pany to try to prepare the way. A cunning 
plan, a plan that Jacob thought might pro-
tect him from the wrath of his brother. 
There is still some of this cunning old self 
life left in him, even after 20 years since his 
ñGod Encounterò. There is always some of 
this old cunning self life left in all of us. 
This cunning self life that God wants to 

release us from.  The only place He can do that is in the lonely place of soli-
tude. A place that Jacob would later find himself.  
   

T 
he messengers return with scary news, Esau is coming to meet you and 
he has 400 men with him. Jacobôs immediate reaction is one of fear, so 
he divides his family, servants and flocks into two groups with the sole 

aim of at least retaining some of his acquired wealth. He then does something 
quite amazing, he calls on Almighty God and confesses his weaknesses and 
reminds God of His promise. Jacob has begun to recognise his weakness, his 
flaws. He has now come to a place where he understands that he cannot go 
through this ordeal alone (verses 9-12). It is in this weakness where Jacob 
finds strength and a God-given answer of pure genius, the dividing of the 
company into two groups. The dividing of the company would not be the 
easiest of decisions as he would have had to decide who of his family would 
go into which group, who should he split up, who should he place in a posi-
tion of responsibility etc. Jacob was able to do this because he had learnt the 
secret, ñThose that wait on the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall 
mount up on wings of eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk 
and not faintò (Isaiah 40.31).  

Jacob is no longer 

seeking to be master 

but is prepared to be a 

servant.  If we want to 

be great in Godôs 

kingdom then we must 

first learn to be a 

servant 
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Jacob sends droves of presents in the form of livestock to go before him and 
his family with the specific instruction that they are to say ñthey are a present 
from your servant Jacob and behold he is behind usò. Jacob is no longer seek-
ing to be master but is prepared to be a servant.  If we want to be great in 
Godôs kingdom then we must first learn to be a servant.  
   
Jacob sends all that he has on before him over the brook Jabok and he is left 
alone, a place where God wrestles with him. Jacob is a very tenacious man. 
He fights back and wrestles, he agonises with God and comes to terms with 
the fact that this could be the end, and in some ways it is, the end of the old 
man Jacob and the beginning of the new man Israel. All that he has he has 
placed in Godôs hands. The ñGod Experienceò that happened so many years 
ago is now finally beginning to become a reality. Instead of the 10% Jacob 
promised to God he has placed all he has into Godôs hands, his family, his 
wealth, his livelihood and above all himself. God wants all of us. He wrestles 
and wrestles till the break of day and utters words that some of us might find 
quite challenging: ñI will not let you go until you tell me your nameò. Do you 
want to know God like that? Charles Wesley the great poet and hymn writer 
supposes Godôs answer to Jacobôs question and pens, ñMy nature and my 
name is loveò. God deals with us on this ground through a nature and a name 
of love.  
   
Do we wrestle with God like that, have we got that kind of tenacity that de-
mands to know who God is and are we prepared to hold on to Him until He 
reveals who He is to us personally?  
   

T 
his is when it all changed for Jacob, he had finally come to an end of 
himself and accepted that God knows best. Just like Abram became 
Abraham, Jacob became Israel, his nature and his name had been 

changed by the Grace of God but Israel bore in his body the living proof that 
he had wrestled with God and prevailed. What a legacy, what a testimony to 
have this proof that God had touched him and he had prevailed. What is it 
that God has done for us in response to the wrestling that we have done with 
Him?  
   
O God move in us so that we may bear the testimony of your loving Grace so 
all may see how great Thou art.  
  

Steve Ford 
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  Book ReviewBook Review  
Cyril Snell reviews ñWhy Us?ò by James Le Fanu 

 

J 
ames Le Fanu writes for a number of journals on medical matters.  In 
2001 he wrote the highly regarded Rise and Fall of Modern Medicine  

and is described as a ration-

alist.  First published in 2009, 

Why Us?  is now available in 
paperback. 

 

It is a comprehensive demoli-
tion of the Darwinian theory of 

evolution, but excludes pre-

biotic matters and the fine tun-
ing of the universe.  Le Fanu 

discusses the objections to Dar-

winôs hypotheses starting with 

Richard Owen (founder in 1881 
of the largest Natural History 

Museum in the world in Ken-

sington) up to the scientific 
achievements of the last two 

decades.  He regards the results 

of the ñdecade of the brainò 
with its PET scanners and the 

unravelling of the genome as 

conclusive. 

 
The most influential philoso-

pher of his time, Antony Flew, 

who died recently, published 
The Principles of Atheism  in 1976.  By 2005 the advancement of scientific 

knowledge and the evidence of design persuaded him that he had been wrong 

and he regretted the damage he had done. 
 

Le Fanu quotes the final paragraph of the Origin of Species  and comments, 

ñin a nutshell Darwin pulled off the greatest intellectual coup in science in 

defiance of all theoretical consideration and empirical evidenceò.   It is salu-
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tary to note that the sum total of Darwinôs evidence is restricted to the fixing 
of variation and adaptation in sexual mating confined within individual spe-

cies.  The rest is speculation.  Darwinôs assertion that the number of interme-

diate and transitional links must be inconceivably great, set off a gold rush.  

The prospectors accumulated a multitude of observations but no gold.  The 
one small particle of foolôs gold, the Archaeopteryx, is now known to be a 

bird fossil. 
 

T 
he publication of this book attracted a certain amount of abuse, but 
those Darwinists who equate evolution with science and assert that 

science proves that God does not exist, have not challenged it in part 

or in total.  The quality of the argument requires rebuttal or acceptance.  Hos-
tile reviewers confusing abuse with argument use phrases such as ñhoary old 

argumentsò or ñturning away from knowledge because you donôt like the 

factsò or ñnot sure the arguments hold up against real scienceò.  Le Fanu 
writes, ñthe major beneficiary of this new understanding will be science itself, 

liberated from the dead hand of evolutionary certainty and the ever deepening 

hole.ò 

 

Cyril Snell 
 
If you want to recommend a book you have read recently, email the details to 

magazine@spbc.org.uk. 

 

The stars shine over the mountains, 

the stars shine over the sea. 

The stars look up to the mighty God, 

the stars look down on me; 

The stars shall last for a million years, 

a million years and a day. 

But God and I will live and love 

when the stars have passed away. 
 
 

Robert Louis Stevenson 
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In the Footsteps of the Pilgrim Fathers 

and the Wesleys 
  

The Church History Group is organising a day outing on 

Saturday 4 September to Gainsborough Old Hall (site of the 

congregation which included many of the Pilgrim Fathers) 

and to Epworth Old Rectory (childhood home of Charles and 

John Wesley). For further details contact John Nicholson. 

Donôt forget that thereôs lots more information about 

South Parade on the church website at  
 

www.spbc.org.uk 
  

 

including this magazine, the weekly notice sheet, 

and sermon downloads. 

Church Weekend Away 

 

1-3 July 2011 

Swanwick, Derbyshire 

 

More details soon! 
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I am staying at the Balmoral Hotel on Fort Terrace opposite Gala 

Bingo from 29 May - 12 June.  The company at the Balmoral are from 

various parts of the country, for example two ladies from Derbyshire 

who I play dominoes with every night. I was disappointed that Paula 

(better known as Pen Pal Paula) who I met on my last visit was not 

here. 
 

I advised a couple from Sheffield while in Bridling-

ton to visit Filey, weather permitting.  Good 

weather is forecast for the rest of the week, hope-

fully for the duration of my holiday.  I attend a day 

centre three days a week back in Leeds.  I also play dominoes there 

with Florence who tells me that she is 95 and Audrey who is 85. 

 

Robert Bonell    1/6/10 

Who will you invite?   
 

Back to Church Sunday 26 September 
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Make Your Voice Heard! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Intouch is always looking for exciting and inspiring stories 

from all South Paradeôs Mission Communities.  

If you have something to share, a testimony to tell, a prayer 

request, a book or film or CD to review and recommend, 

then get in touch (!). 

If you could provide a report on whatôs going on in a project 

youôre involved with, or your home group, cell group, 

cluster or mission community, then please contact us.  

Please send any contributions through to 

magazine@spbc.org.uk or send to the Church office, 

marked ñmagazineò. 
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Thanks to everyone who has contributed to the content 

and production of this edition of the magazine.  

 
If you have something 

 

informativeé 

  encouragingé  
    or 

    inspiring   
 

you want to share with the whole church, then Intouch is the place to 
do it.  The next edition is out on 3 October . Please send any 

contributions to magazine@spbc.org.uk before 17 September, or hand 

in to the church office marked ñmagazineò. 
 

Matthew Newman 
Intouch is available at  

www.spbc.org.uk/Magazine.pdf  

 
 

 


