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óL 
ike an avalanche!ô Thatôs how one member of our church in Not-

tingham described it. The church, although relatively large by 

British standards, was not well off. Apart from a few well-paid 
professionals most were in poorly paid jobs, unemployed or retired. As the 

church entered a period of growth we made the decision to appoint a second 

minister to work with me. Money was tight, enough for the first 18 months, 

but then...?  We had a mission audit, exploring what our strengths and weak-
nesses were, and as a result appointed a part-time youth worker on an ex-

penses only basis, and decided to do something about our tired and dysfunc-

tional buildings. 
 

The first rumour of trouble began when 

the pipe organ, central to our music at that 

time, started to develop severe asthma. 
Then the boilers developed amnesia, for-

getting to come on at the right time, or just 

refusing to start at all. The man who came 
to fix them discovered crumbling asbestos 

lagging and the basement had to be sealed 

off. A funny smell rose from the youth 
lounge. Old trainers were ruled out when we learned that a sewer was collaps-

ing underneath. And I havenôt mentioned the cracks in the sanctuary, or the 

fact that when the building was being used by several groups at once we had 

to have at least 5 or 6 external doors open. Security was a nightmare. 
 

T 
he whole thing was snowballing out of control. So we read the Bible 

together. Itôs strange and wonderful how the same verses kept coming 
to mind. We prayed and we began to plan, not just to get by, but to 

sort out the basic problems and build new facilities for the future. Itôs a long 

story, but eventually we had a plan. But at £750,000 could we afford it? 
Reading texts about Godôs generosity is one thing. Acting on what the Bible 

says is quite another. 

 

We decided to call a gift weekend, and trusted that if we raised £50,000 in 
gifts and promises this would be enough to make a start. We took an offering 

in the early part of morning worship (presumably before my preaching had 

any adverse effects) and the deacons counted it during my sermon 

ĀĀ  Pastorsô PagePastorsô Page  

Reading texts about 

Godôs generosity  

is one thing.  

Acting on what  

the Bible says  

is quite another  
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(presumably in case what I said caused people to rush forward and ask for it 
back).  As the last, asthmatic chords of the organ faded, the Treasurer slipped 

me a note. I thought it was a joke, but without emotion managed to read out 

the figure of over £100,000, given and pledged that morning. 

 

T 
he remainder came in from grants and loans and generous, sacrificial 

giving over the next few years, by which time the building was re-

opened and not long after, paid for. Since then Iôve never doubted 
Godôs ability to move his people to generosity. In common with many 

churches and charities South Parade is experiencing some financial chal-

lenges at the moment. Some of us are waiting to see how things work out in 
our personal circumstances before we commit to regular giving. Some of us 

are genuinely in a difficult position. Some of us need to seek more faith. All 

of us need to look beyond the avalanche of challenges before us to the greater 

outpouring of Godôs grace, overwhelmingly revealed in Jesus Christ our Sav-
iour. 

 

Be encouraged 
 

Brian 

God means what he says.   

What he says goes.  

His powerful Word is sharp as a  

surgeon's scalpel, cutting through 

everything, whether doubt or 

defence, laying us open to listen 

and obey.  

Nothing and no one is impervious 

to God's Word.  

We can't get away from it 

 - no matter what. 
      

     Hebrews 4.12 (The Message) 
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ĀĀ  Adel Mission Community ReportAdel Mission Community Report  
The last two months have been busy in Adel. We enjoyed celebrating Christ-
mas and having opportunities to reach out into our community. We had a 
number of fellowship events which gave us opportunities to develop relation-
ships within the Adel Mission Community and a number of outreach events. 
 

Y 
ou will have heard us talk about ñGet in the 
Pictureò. This was a really great chance for 
us to work alongside Adel Primary School 

at their Christmas Fayre. A group of us designed 
and made a stable scene, which we set up and in-
vited families to pose as the characters in the Christ-
mas story. Photos were taken and posted on the Get 
in the Picture website. The families were then able 
to access the website to download and print their 
photos. We were surprised by a number of aspects 
of the event. As someone who always wanted to be 
ñMaryò, it was surprising to find the majority of the girls and a number of 
boys wanting to be angels! About half the photos we took were of families, 
parents or grandparents and children together. Talking to the families while 
they were preparing for their photos gave us opportunities to invite them to 
our Christingle service and to let them know that we are around all through 
the year, not just at Christmas. Weôre also sure that a number of grandparents 
will have received personalised Christmas cards with their grandchildren cen-
tre stage in the nativity scene! 
 
ñGet in the Pictureò was a great opportunity for us to work together as a Mis-
sion Community and to make contact with our local community. As a Mis-
sion Community weôll be considering how and when to use this activity next 
Christmas season and would encourage other Mission Communities to think 
about how it could work for them. 
 
Now, Christmas has gone, 2010 has started, we are turning our thoughts to 
mission opportunities through the year, we have plans for fellowship events, 
including a weekend away together in October, and outreach events. 
 
We know that God has good things in store for us and are excited as we wait 
to see where He leads us this year. 
 

Margaret Greer 
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ĀĀ  Cragg Mission Community ReportCragg Mission Community Report  

This has been a very exciting year for Cragg in so many ways.  On the 

allotments as the year has progressed we have seen the soil burst into life as 

the land began to flourish and grow.  It has been a delight to meet and get to 

know the neighbours who are sharing the allotments, and it has been 
especially good to see the children coming from the 

local school. The growth that is very visible on the 

allotments has also been quite symbolic for us 
because we have also seen growth - both numerically 

and spiritually - in our life as a mission community. 

New people have come to join us for worship and 
some have stayed and we are thrilled to have been 

able to welcome new members.  
 

Building Relationship 

Relationship, meeting together and sharing each otherôs joys and sorrows has 
become a very important part of our lives. We have shared Passover together, 

and we had a Spring Banquet inviting our family and friends to join us, which 

they did. Both events were very well attended. In September we had a 
camping weekend and held an open-air worship service. We have also met 

together on occasional Tuesday evenings to socialise and share together what 

is good, what might need to be changed and what we feel God is calling us to 

do.  
 

Listening to God 

We have been looking at the allotments, thinking about how the allotments 

are mission, opening up what God might be saying to us about a lot of things, 

including the needs of our community and how he wants us to work with him 
in renewing his creation.  These are some of our reflections on what we have 

learnt: 

Ā Sweating as we worked hard together at clearing the ground of weeds 
and rocks, digging and preparing the ground. 

Ā Having fun, sharing laughter and conversation, relaxing, eating and 

drinking together. 
Ā Helping one another, needing one another and God, who inspired us to 

do this; journeying with our community; beginning to belong to it. 

Ā Doing what is necessary now whilst reaping from the past; sensing that 

this is a right time, a time of new beginnings. 
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Ā Making connections with creation. Sowing seeds. Stewarding, 
supporting, nurturing and protecting what was growing, not controlling 

it. 

Ā Not taking food for granted. Watching, marvelling at transformation- 
blossoming and fruitfulness. 

Ā Sharing what the land had produced in our community. 
 

Being Christ in the Community 

Being Christ in the community is important and we continue to develop that 
ministry through Badminton on Wednesday evenings and The Drop-in on 

Friday mornings. In September, at the Drop-in we hosted the óMacmillan 

Biggest Coffee Morning in the Worldô and raised Ã108.  
 

Alternative Worship  
We have started to have alternative services once a month in the style of the 

Northumbrian Community. These have given time and space for meditation 

and contemplation as well as creativity and building relationship. This 

alternative style has been well received by a lot of people who have 
appreciated this time of ñled retreatò . 
 

Looking forward  

This year we are looking at ways to build on the mission opportunities that 

have begun at Cragg, particularly the allotments. Alongside this we are 
looking at becoming an eco congregation. This is partly in response to the 

creation values that have become more evident as we have both worked and 

reflected on the allotments, but also in response to the call from John 
Lockwood and Owen Carey Jones for action against climate change. We are 

looking at the response we could make both as a mission community and as 

individuals - watch this space. 
 

Pastoral Care 

Because relationship is important to us we are starting a ñPastoral Friendshipò 
scheme. This is a way of ensuring that all people who attend Cragg have 

someone to ñlook out for themò. New people are joining us and it is important 

that no one gets lost in all the busy-ness.  
 

We thank God for all he is doing and pray that his kingdom will grow through 
us in this community where he has placed us.  
 

Gaynor Hammond 
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ĀĀ  Donations Report Donations Report   
Donations Budget 
 
I am writing this shortly before the January Church Meeting at which the 
2010 budget and its attendant challenges will be presented for acceptance. 
 
However when the Deacons recently reviewed the draft budget it: 
 

Ā Contained donations to 20 separate people or organisations ï 
slightly reduced from the 2009 level of 28. 

Ā Contributed to International, European, National and Local causes 
or activities: 

Ā Represented some 14.5% of estimated SPBC income ï slightly re-
duced from the level of 15% in 2009. 

Ā Assigned 58% to BMS World Mission and Home Mission ï in-
creased slightly from the 2009 level. 

Ā Directly and indirectly supports Training, Overseas workers, Stu-
dent work, Childrenôs work and several hardship funds. 

Ā Currently includes some unallocated funds which are often used for 
gap-year or summer vacation activities. 

 
In addition to the budget we typically hold a number of special appeals during 
the year.  Please let me know if you want more information about our dona-
tions or want to draw attention to possible recipients. 
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Donôt throw away your hard-earned cash ï information on Gift Aid 
 

If you are a UK tax-payer Gift Aid provides a great way to increase the value 
of your donations ï for every £1 donated an additional 28p can be obtained 
from the Inland Revenue.  As an example; if the entire Christmas offering of 
c£500 had been Gift Aided the value would have increased by £138. 
 
Not surprisingly there are a number of rules that have to be met to allow Gift 
Aid to be claimed but these are reasonably straight-forward; donors must: 
 

Ā Pay enough UK income tax and/or capital gains tax to cover the 
amount of tax the charity will reclaim. 

Ā Give the charity a gift aid declaration including name, address, char-
ityôs name, donation details, and confirmation they have paid UK 
tax. 

Ā Identify their donations ï simply putting loose cash in the offering 
is not enough, you need to ensure so that SPBC can claim the gift 
aid. 

 
It is not necessary to make a declaration for 
every donation; one can cover a series of dona-
tions or even cover all future donations. Declara-
tions can also be back-dated for up to 6 years 
prior to the date of the declaration. 
 
Moreover if you pay the higher rate of tax, you can claim higher rate relief on 
the payments by entering the donations in the gift aid box on your tax return. 
 

G 
ift Aid only applies to unfettered gifts to a charity (eg SPBC, BMS 
etc) for its charitable purposes.  This means that donations given on 
specific condition (eg for use of one of our trainees or Mission Part-

ners) may breach the benefits rules for Gift Aid.  However it is acceptable to 
draw the Deaconôs attention to a particular need hence setting a hope or ex-
pectation when giving a Gift Aid donation. 
 
So if you donôt currently Gift Aid your donations to SPBC please ask myself 
or Naomi Bingley for an appropriate form so that maximum value can be 
gained from your donation. 
 

James Ricketts 
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ĀĀ  Maggieôs PenMaggieôs Pen  
 

I 
tôs the New Year and thankfully the snow and 
ice has gone and the temperatures are almost at 

heat wave level in comparison to the 

temperatures over Christmas and the New Year. All 
the buildings appear to have escaped serious 

problems and letôs hope that continues throughout 

the year.   
 

As always a new year brings with it its own special 

challenges.  We will face challenging times both financially and 

environmentally. Why environmentally? Because this is linked to our 
responsibility of caring for the churchôs resources which if we act now will 

help us not only economically but environmentally too. 

 
Recently a survey was done at South Parade to look at how seriously we, as 

individuals, and corporately as a church, view climate change. We had 

responses from 44% of the questionnaires given out which is very high and 

87% of those respondents believed that global warming is a serious problem 
that needs to be addressed.  When faced with big issues like this, it can seem 

so overwhelming.  Our small effort can seem just that - small and ineffectual.  

Donôt you believe it!   By looking after our church resources and the 
environment small things add up to bigger things and then we can see real 

change.   

 
Leeds City Council last month unveiled their action plan to reduce the Leeds 

carbon footprint and protect the city from a changing climate. With a target to 

reduce the emissions of the Council (but not the city's) carbon by 40% in the 

next ten years, the action plan prescribes a number of measures 
addressing home energy efficiency, sustainable transport, business emissions, 

recycling, energy infrastructure and extreme weather. 

 
Claire Ginn preached on this very theme in a recent sermon at SENT.  To 

quote Claireôs words: 

 
ñItôs easy to go on a guilt trip about environmental issues ï it seems 

impossible, pointless, why should I try? If scientists are right weôre all 
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doomed and itôs all our fault so at least we should die happy 
surrounded by toys in a nice warm house. Is this right? Or maybe we 

could say, well, we know weôre not doomed because the Bible says God 

saves the day. We donôt have to try, thereôs going to be a new heaven 

and a new earth. It doesnôt matter. We can get onto thin ice very 
rapidly going down that route.  But Paul says creation is groaning. 

Why would creation groan? It is beautiful, powerful and majestic. 

Rivers rise and sweep through unique landscapes to vast oceans, life, 
animals, fish. All proclaiming 

the glory of God. So why is it 

groaning?ò 
 

S 
he goes on to highlight how we 

are mismanaging our world.  

Do we need strawberries all 
year round?  Is it so important to get 

grapes at any time?  Why eat New 

Zealand lamb when our own lamb, 
produced locally is wonderful?  Why 

not eat English butter instead of 

foreign butter? How much water do 
we waste daily by dripping taps, 

cleaning teeth, using too much water 

to boil the kettle, or washing a half 

load of washing in the washing 
machine and then drying it in the dryer instead of out in the fresh air.  Claire 

finishes her sermon: 

 
ñSo creation is groaning, waiting for the sons of God to appear and we 

are on our way, weôre getting ready to be good news. But, itôs not 

hopeless ï we can pray and the spirit intercedes within us in the will of 

God.  As we are praying for governments and industry to move, we are 
praying for strength in our weakness so the spirit groans within us. We 

are dearly loved Children of God and he is making us good news as he 

works within us.ò 
 

Owen Carey-Jones has set up an environment group and there are so many 

small things that we can do for the environment which will also save us 
money and resources.  Cragg are working hard to become an Eco Church and 

Paul says creation is 

groaning. It is 

beautiful, powerful and 

majestic. Rivers rise 

and sweep through 

unique landscapes to 

vast oceans, life, 

animals, fish. All 

proclaiming the glory 

of God. So why is it 

groaning?  
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they are looking at ways in which we can still be efficient and affective 
without wasting our resources.  Can we: 

 

Ā Turn the lights off in church if no one needs it? 

Ā Report any dripping taps? 
Ā Put an extra jumper on so we can turn the heating down a notch? 

Ā Check the thermostats? 

Ā Close windows when it is very cold? 
Ā Not leave electrical equipment on standby? 

Ā Change to low energy bulbs as much as possible? 

Ā Not print things out unless you really have to? 
Ā Recycle as much as possible? 

Ā Only buy what we need to eat when making meals and cut down on 

the amount of food we waste? 

 

I 
 am on a mission in the coming months to reduce our energy bills at 

church, cut down on the amount of wastage we have, reduce the 

telephone bill, reduce the amount of photocopying that is done etc.  You 
will be thoroughly sick of me in the end but I would love to be able to say to 

people that because we looked after our resources we not only helped the 

environment but we have helped South Parade reduce its annual bills.  My 
budget is the biggest part of the overall budget after salaries and I am 

determined to use that budget as wisely and responsibly as possible to help 

South Parade and to help the environment.   

 
I have six copies of BMSôs DVD entitled ñFuture Shape - 

caring for Godôs creationò, which is ideal for small 

groups to use during their discussion time.  It looks at 
how we can help the church to understand the issues 

surrounding Climate Change, building this understanding 

from a biblical perspective and would be great to use 

throughout Lent or at any time of the year.  If you want a 
copy get in touch, they are in the office. 

 

Finally, whatever you decide to do, involve the whole family. Children are so 
knowledgeable on environmental issues and they will encourage us all to do 

something really positive in the coming months if we let them. 

 
Get in touch with Claire if you want a full transcript of her sermon. Itôs well 
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worth looking at and thinking about what we can do.  I have only highlighted 
a very small bit of Claireôs talk. Thank you Claire for shaking us up a bit, 

sharing your thoughts with us and getting us to really think and talk about 

what we do on a daily basis. 

 
ñA poor man's field may produce abundant food, 

but injustice sweeps it awayò (Proverbs 13.23) 

 
With every blessing 

 

Margaret Turner 

Church Administrator 
margaret@spbc.co.uk (0113 275 4989) 
The weekly notice sheet is available at www.spbc.org.uk 

We thank you, creator God, 

 for the goodly heritage 

you offer us, 

 from green downland 

to the deep salt seas, 

and for the abundant world 

we share with your creation. 

 

Keep us so mindful  

of its needs 

and those of all with whom we share, 

that open to your Spirit 

we may discern and practice  

all that makes for its wellbeing, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

Rev Peter Lippiett  
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ĀĀ  BMS NewsBMS News  

Doors open for BMS in China 
 
BMS World Mission is to return to China ï almost 60 years 
after its last mission worker left the country.  
 
The historic decision is in response to requests from two or-
ganisations to send personnel to teach English and follows a 
visit by a BMS delegation to the Far East in September. 

 
In the last year both Shandongsheng Yidu Medical College, in the city of 
Qingzhou, and Sinoteach, in Yantai, had separately and independently con-
tacted BMS. The medical school had actually been founded in 1885 by BMS 
missionary Dr James Russell Watson. It wants to both fill in the gaps in its 
history and explore the possibility of BMS sending English teachers to help 
teach the language. Similarly, Sinoteach are interested in volunteers to teach 
English to school students. 
 

B 
oth Yidu and Sinoteach are in the same province (Shandong). The 
unsolicited requests came during a period when BMS was considering 
whether the time was right to return to China. 

 
ñWhen the Yidu Medical College contacted us óout of the blueô, asking us to 
visit and then to restart our work with them, we were sure this was the sign 
we had prayed forò said BMS General Director, Rev David Kerrigan. 
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R 
ev Margaret Gibbs, BMS Regional Secretary for Asia, and part of the 
recent delegation, said a new willingness to explore history had 
helped to open doors. 

 
ñWe were constantly told when we were over there that óthis wouldnôt have 
been possible ten years agoô. But the opportunity is now there. Doors have 
opened up and weôve walked through them. 
 
ñThere are now wonderful opportunities to build relationships and friendships 
and to interact. We are now seeking short, mid and long-term workers. The 
first could potentially go as early as next March.ò 
 
If you can teach English (qualifications not required) and feel that God might 
be calling you to use your skills and experience in China, get in touch with 
BMS on 01235 517653 or email opportunities@bmsworldmission.org 
 
BMS air travel offset 
 
BMS World Mission will offset the environmental impact of its air travel 
through an innovative scheme involving Christian partners and a new fund 
this year.  
 
Around £9,000 will be designated to offset the 1,276,955 miles of air travel 
undertaken by BMS personnel for the year 2008/2009. In 2007/2008 BMS 
offset air travel by mission teams, at a cost of £2,600.  
 
Half of the £9,000 dedicated to offsetting air travel will be given to Climate 
Stewards, a Christian organisation specialising in offsetting carbon in a sus-
tainable, responsible way. 
 
Brendan Bowles, Climate Stewards Director, 
said that BMSô gift this year would enable Cli-
mate Stewards to plant 1,200 trees in Ghana, 
creating seven acres of sustainable forest which 
will absorb 450 tonnes of carbon dioxide.  
 
The other half of the £9,000 set aside for offsetting will be put into a fund 
from which BMS personnel around the world will be able to apply for small 
grants to help alleviate the effects of climate change in their areas.  
 
ñBMS has an excellent long-term plan for reducing its CO2 emissions to 
achieve mission in a sustainable wayò said Brendan Bowles. ñEven so, an 
international service organisation will always need to make some flights, and 
offsetting can compensate for that impactò. 
 
More information at www.bmsworldmission.org 
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ĀĀ  Advent 2 Christmas ShopAdvent 2 Christmas Shop  

S 
outh Parade, together with other churches in Headingley, staged vari-
ous community activities throughout December.  The aim  was to en-

courage people in Headingley to think about the real meaning of 

Christmas, under the national banner of ñChristmas Starts with Christò and 

also to enable us, as church, to be more visible.  There were two linked 
strands: 

 

Ā The street witness, with the 
large painted board as a back-

drop.  Passers-by were invited 

to write Christmas greetings to 
Headingley, to give their 

thoughts on angels, to have their 

photo taken in a Christmas tab-

leau, to sing carols ... whatever 
the theme of the day was.  We 

were outside KFC, in front of 

Headingley Methodist Church, 
at the war memorial, St 

Michaels and at the Arc.  Free sweets were handed out every day.  

Some people passed by, heads down, but a lot of people stopped to 
chat, and there were some interesting, and sometimes quite deep 

conversations.   

 

Ā The ñAdvent to Christmasò shop, by the main traffic lights 
(formerly Just Books).  The property was given to us rent-free for 

the month by Park Lane Properties.   The back part of the shop was 

used as a coffee & chat area (tables & chairs and some comfy so-
fas);  at the front we had several selling stalls ï Acorn Books, fair-

trade, donated goods being sold for Liz Crathernôs neo-natal work 

in Uganda, hand-made cards, hand-made dolls clothes, second-hand 

books, crafts from Morocco.   Upstairs Tom Lusty, Wheatfields 
Chaplain, set up a ñquiet spaceò with reflective readings and 

thoughts.  We opened Monday to Saturday, 7-23 December, 

10.30am-2.30pm.   Two of our home groups made the shop their 
venue one week. 

 



17 

All customers were given the ñChristmas Starts with Christò leaflet 
and details of our Christmas services.  Again we had some good 

conversations, both with shoppers about faith issues and between 

people from other churches, getting to know each other. Several 

people remarked  how nice it was to see a Christian shop on the 
high street, and - from a church member - what a pity we canôt have 

this permanently.   

 
Many people, especially from South Parade, helped in a whole variety of 

ways ï a big THANK YOU to everyone involved.   

 

Pam Roe 
 

PS We didnôt quite break even, so if anyone feels moved to give a small 

amount to rectify this, please see Pam or Brian. 

At the Church Meeting... 
 

...on 28 January, church members: 

 
Ā considered the 2010 budget pre-

sented by Naomi Bingley and  

approved a budget for the next 6 
months.    

Ā discussed ways of dealing with the 

expected deficit in the budget. 

Ā heard about the developing partnership with Chris Gnanakan 

and OTAN (Outreach to Asia Nationals) and opportunities for 

people to share in mission with Chris in the future. 

Ā heard Pastor Nicholas tell the story of the birth and growth of 
the African fellowship he leads, and were informed of the proc-

ess by which the congregation may become a Mission Commu-

nity of South Parade.  A proposition will be brought to the 

March Church Meeting and a decision made later in the year. 
 

MN 
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ĀĀ  The Bible in 90 daysThe Bible in 90 days  
5 Things I Learnt Reading The Bible In 90 Days 

 

B 
ack at the beginning of September 2009, encouraged by Andy 

McLelland, a group of us agreed to read the Bible from cover to cover 

over a 90 day period (finishing mid-December). When we could we 

met with each other each Sunday after the Connect service to have a chat about 
how weôd found things; our insights, frustrations and questions. 

 
Andy is currently putting together another Bible reading challenge, but if the 

thought of reading the Bible every day for about an hour for 90 days scares 

you, let me encourage you with 5 key things I learnt along the way: 
 

1. Reading the Bible every day ï whether you are taking it in or not, or 

whether it leaves you cold or you have a major insight ï is good for you. 

Full stop. It's a great discipline. Just as sometimes you can go to the gym 
and not notice any improvement at all ï indeed, sometimes you feel 

worse ï over time it has an impact. The Bible is no different. It truly is 

ñliving and active and sharper than a two-edged swordò. 

2. It is of benefit with most of the books of the Bible to read a whole book 

through in one sitting every so often. This is particularly true of the 

Gospels and the Epistles.  They are full narratives from beginning to end 
and it is helpful to read them in one go, otherwise you can miss things.  

Books this is not especially good for are the major prophets (Isaiah, 

Jeremiah, Ezekiel) because they are almost too long for this!  And 
Psalms and Proverbs, because each section is purposely written as a 

stand-alone piece. 
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3. Reading the Bible for up to an hour each day made me realise that I 

CAN make time for spiritual disciplines. I was helped by having a long 
commute, but doing this did make me realise that with effort (discipline 

comes along with sacrifice) it is 

possible to make time to nurture 

yourself spiritually. 

4. Reading the Old Testament law 

and prophets helps you to 
understand some of the words and 

images Jesus uses. You canôt 

fully understand the Gospels and 
their religious context without 

reading the Old Testament. It was 

a joy this time around to spot 

Jesus's references to, for example, 
the vine and remember what a big theme that was in the Old Testament 

books I'd read. 

5. Reading the Bible all the way through provides an affirmation of the 
fundamentals of Christian belief: that Christ died for our sins, was raised 

on the third day and that He will come again. 

 

A 
fter all, the Bible is God's revelation to us, one of the major ways in 

which he speaks to us. I finished the Bible encouraged in my faith. I 

did have some wobbly moments and, although there were challenges 
along the way and I still have a lot of unanswered questions, I found the 

experience largely spiritually uplifting. 

 
My favourite bit: 

 

My favourite book of the Bible remains the book of Ruth. However, this time, 

I really enjoyed Genesis. 
 

My least favourite bit: 

 
I really struggled with the book of Jeremiah.  I found it so bleak and quite 

discouraging.  However, one of the strengths of the way we did this was 

meeting together each week to discuss how we were doing. Invariably, where 

I did have some wobbly 

moments, there were 

challenges along the way, 

and I still have a lot of 

unanswered questions, but 

I finished the Bible 

encouraged in my faith  
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one person found it hard, someone else really enjoyed it. This just showed me 
how the Bible really is a ñgift that keeps on givingò. When I read Jeremiah 

again, maybe Iôll feel differently. 

 

One important aspect of the Bible in 90 days course was the regular meeting 
with others who were also doing the reading. It really helps to do this in 

fellowship and not on one's own. We didn't always get to meet every week 

but just knowing that there was a group of other people doing the same thing 
helped to spur us all on. 

 

A 
nother good thing about this course is that 3 months doesn't feel quite 
as scary as a whole year (many Bible reading courses are based on a 

year) which can sometimes feel like an interminable stretch. If you 

got stuck on one book of the Bible, for example Leviticus, it was OK, because 

you knew that next week you'd be onto something different. 
 

My thanks to Andy McLelland for organising this course. I would highly 

recommend you consider doing the next one! 
 

Bryony Taylor 
 
 More at vahva.wordpress.com 

The Bible in 90 Days course has been modified to allow people 

to read the Bible in 3 or 6 months (13 and 26 weeks 

respectively). We have also provided a chronological plan based 

on the NLT One Year Chronological Bible. Reading plans and 

information on running your own course are available on the 

church website at www.spbc.org.uk/readplans and for any other 

help and information please contact Andy McLelland: 

take_aim@hotmail.com 
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God made 

Adam bit 

Noah arked 

Abraham split 

Joseph ruled 

Jacob fooled 

Bush talked 

Moses balked 

Pharaoh plagued 

People walked 

Sea divided 

Tablets guided 

Promise landed 

 

Saul freaked 

David peeked 

Prophets warned 

Jesus born 

God walked 

Love talked 

Anger crucified 

Hope died 

Love rose 

Spirit flamed 

Word spread 

 God remained 

ĀĀ  The Bible in 50 WordsThe Bible in 50 Words  
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Please Donôt Look And Turn Away 

I Need Your Help ï Now ï Today 

Buk Paw is just three years old.  She lives in a refugee camp 

close the Burma border. They say that money doesnôt buy 

happiness - but in this case - money could make this little girl 

very happy.  If you would like to help towards the cost of 

surgery - please send your donations:  

 

For the attention of Madge Davey 

Kidz In Kampz Charity Shop 

Unit Nine 

Holt Park Shopping Centre 

Leeds LS16 7RJ 

 

For more details of the work of Kidz in Kampz visit 

www.kidzinkampz-childrenscharity.co.uk 



23 

Prayer  

Diary  
 

February and  

March 2010 

Pull out and use! 

Know that the LORD is God. 
It is he who made us, and we are his; 

we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

 

Psalm 100.3 (NIV) 
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ĀĀ  February 2010February 2010  
Sun 7 Brian Nicholls 

Mon 8 The ongoing relief operation in Haiti 

Tue 9 Christians Against Poverty 

Wed 10 Connect Mission Community 

Thu 11 Church office 

Fri 12 The Retired Personôs Fellowship meeting today 

Sat 13 Those in hospital or waiting for treatment 

Sun 14 Angela Cooper 

Mon 15 The plans for the Green House 

Tue 16 Liz Crathern and the projects in Uganda 

Wed 17 Ash Wednesday.  Pray for yourself and those you see each day 

Thu 18 Tearfund and the Lent Carbon Fast (see page 37) 

Fri 19 Ernie Whalley and the work of the YBA 

Sat 20 Church @ Little London 

Sun 21 Caring for Life 

Mon 22 The success of Fair Trade Fortnight 

Tue 23 Local churches of other denominations 

Wed 24 Adel Mission Community 

Thu 25 Childrenôs and Youth activities throughout the week 

Fri 26 Baptist Union of Great Britain 

Sat 27 ABC Coffee Shop 

Sun 28 Dave Bartram 
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ĀĀ  March 2010March 2010  
Mon 1 SENT Mission Community 

Tue 2 Trevor Daykin in South Ossett 

Wed 3 St Georgeôs Crypt 

Thu 4 Music and worship groups across the church 

Fri 5 The Deacons 

Sat 6 BMS World Mission 

Sun 7 Richard Pollard 

Mon 8 Karl Martin in Edinburgh 

Tue 9 The work of Climate Stewards (see page 43) 

Wed 10 Naomi Bingley, Church Treasurer 

Thu 11 Jane Waites in Albania 

Fri 12 Heather McLeen 

Sat 13 David Morris in Cambridge 

Sun 14 Mothers across the world 

Mon 15 The Monday meeting 

Tue 16 Margaret Turner 

Wed 17 Your small group leader 

Thu 18 Roy Starling in ministry training 

Fri 19 Cafe Church at Holt Park 

Sat 20 Margaret Turner 

Sun 21 Gaynor Hammond 

Mon 22 Alpha Course 

Tue 23 Geoff Greer, Church Secretary 

Wed 24 Headingley Mission Community 

Thu 25 Steve & Ismay Green now in the UK (see page 38) 

Fri 26 The Elders 

Sat 27 Diane in Central Asia 

Sun 28 Ron Phillips 

Mon 29 The Under 5s work 

Tue 30 Dan and Toria Mcleod 

Wed 31 Cragg Mission Community 
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ĀĀ  April 2010April 2010  

Thu 1 Judith & Gareth Jones and the work of Mercy Ships 

Fri 2 Good Friday.  Pray for local acts of witness 

Sat 3 Chris Gnanakan and family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for Jane Waites,  
South Parade member working with BMS World Mission  

at the International Evangelical School, GDQ School, 

Tirana, Albania. 

www.bmsworldmission.org. 
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Christian Life and Work 
 

A course of seven sessions exploring specific work-

based issues in an informal and supportive 

environment.  
 

God is in the workplace and He has placed His people there. It is an 

important area of Christian mission and offers, on a daily basis, many 

and great opportunities for fulfilling our roles as Christôs 
ambassadors. 

          SESSION 1  Who are we working for? 1 March  

 SESSION 2  Why on earth are we working? 8 March  

 SESSION 3  Ministry at work   15 March  

 SESSION 4  Relating to the boss  22 March  

 SESSION 5  Handling stress and pressure 12 April  

 SESSION 6  Be still and know   19 April  

 SESSION 7  Spirituality in the fast lane 26 April  

 

 
The course will be led by Caroline Brown and is open to anyone. All 

sessions will take place in the Parlour at Headingley. 

A leaflet with full details will be available in the church foyer from 
the beginning of February. 

 

ñWork with enthusiasm, as though you were working for the Lord  

rather than for people.ò 
(Ephesians 6 .7) 
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ĀĀ  Life in South AsiaLife in South Asia  

Diane sent this update of her life in South Asia  

and visit from a friend from South Parade.   

Security concerns mean that Diane uses abbreviations  

in her correspondence when discussing her faith. 
 

Wishing you a very happy and enriching New Year as we all continue to 
grow and understand what our LHF has for us this coming year. 

 

T 
hank you for all your ongoing interest, prayers and support for me as I 

continue to settle down into my life here in South Asia.  Most weeks 
there are new experiences, being offered an apetising dish  with my 

neighbours -  oh no it was cowôs 

feet -  and unexpected challenges.  
My ongoing learning is around 

establishing a balance in my life 

here and keeping boundaries in 
place.  I am at the heart of a very 

people-centred culture and very 

ñnoticingò community.  Most 

frequently asked questions are 
ñWhere have you been?ò, ñWhat 

have you bought?ò,  ñHow much 

did it cost?ò Other questions from 

strangers, it might be a taxi driver or a 

friendly lady at the bozor,  ñHow many 

children do you have?ò  Or ñDo you 

have a husband?ò  As you will see life 
is full of questions.  Now as I progress 

with my language I am able to use all 

this chat ï itôs all good practice for me. 
 

It has been great having Pat to stay ï I 

am sure she has lots to share about her 

busy time with me.   
 

Enjoying some fresh air  

Our special celebration on 26th  Dec  
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Praise 

For the ongoing deeping relationships with neighbours and other 

local families ï around 6 local families.   Praise for the opportunities 

for tea parties ï PTL I love entertaining ï hospitality is so much a part 

of local culture here and this way I can demonstrate being T too.    PTL 
I just love being ñmeò here.   

 

Praise our LHF for the energy and patience I have each day to live 
here in this very ñnoticingò culture and for the wisdom to know when 

to ñwithdrawò and retreat for rest, quiet and refreshment with Him. 

 
Praise for good health, especially that my eyes are coping with the 

climate.  Left eye is great PTL but I still need more tears in my right 

eye please.  My injured knee (Aug) is as good as new.   

 
Language learning is progressing slowly but surely.  PTL I can now 

understand alot of what is said around me.   PTL for a 2nd yearôs 

formal study and for my new teacher.  

 

Thank you that Mumôs health remains good and we are able to have 

our weekly ñskypeò chats.  

 

Thank you for all the loving, pr...... ful supporters who are sharing 

in my journey.  I thank our LHF for each one of you.  Thankyou for all 

the encouraging messages ï email, snail mail, small packets and 
practical help with financial support too.  

 

PTL for the dear friends who are wanting to visit and to encourage 
me.  The best time to come is April and September. 

 

Opportunity to disciple, Shari,  a local ñlike mindedò woman.  PTL 

that her parents have agreed for her marriage to a ñlike mindedò 
American man.  They will be married in April. 

 
Prayer  

Close family member and very special friend  

Please pr  as he struggles with inner conflict, difficulties in personal 
relationships and pain.  May he find our LHFôs touch and healing of all 

his hurts of the past. 
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Language ï for the ongoing challenge of learning here.  For strength 
and perseverance to keep on keeping on ï it feels like a very long slow 

uphill climb.  
 

Local friends  - 3 Keylines/brides ï 2 sisters of whom I often speak 

Ā Nancy ï still desperately hoping for a baby. 

Ā Moira  ï pregnant but afraid about the miraculous changes 
going on in her body.   Please pr as I seek to help and 

encourage her.  Women here, often shamed and secretive 

about their pregnancy,  get no antenatal education or 
preparation for labour and delivery.  A pregancy calendar has 

recently been translated by OM.  Please pr for its wide 

distribution.  It is considered bad luck to prepare anything 

before the baby is born. 
Ā Gina -  not pregant but desperate to be so.  She may have a 

serious pituatary problem. Please pr that our LHF will enable 

her to miraculously conceive ï against the odds. 
 

Ladies group ï Including  Mashrab, mother of Nancy and Moira,  their 

aunt Savara and cousin Mav.   We have met several times but hope to 
start a regular good book study soon.   

 
Released prisoners 

In mid November I had the privilege and opportunity to have 4 ladies 

to stay at my home for a couple of nights.  They were all convicted 

drug traffickers from S Africa and Uganda.   Please pr for them as they 
settle back at home, having experienced our LHFôs mercy in releasing 

them after 18 mths from their sentences of 13 - 19 years.   
 

Local Body of ñLikemindedò People 

Ā Please pr for an increase in leadership within local groups.   
There is usually  a solitary leader but with many new 

ñbel...sò coming into the groups each week there is an 

increasing workload for everyone. 

Ā Nurturing and mentoring of new ñbel...sò is desperately 
needed. 

 
With much love to you all 

 

Diane   
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ĀĀ  Visit to DianeVisit to Diane  

I 
 was able to visit one of our members, Diane working in South Asia for 
four weeks.  I left the UK on 8 December and returned on 7 January 10.  I 

was anticipating cold weather, we had some rain, but the only snow I saw 

was on the beautiful mountain peaks which surround the city. 

 
It was indeed a varied time with visiting, and entertaining and being 

entertained over the Christmas period.  We joined the new British ambassador 

for a Christmas meal and found he was a Yorkshireman. Pray for him, itôs his 
first posting as an ambassador and he was sharing how busy he has been.  We 

enjoyed a lovely meal with most of the trimmings and home made mince 

pies. 
 

I was able to visit a disabled day 

centre and also saw some of the 

children who are resident.  I also 
saw a workshop where leather bags 

are organically made from sheep 

and goat skins.  I have brought some 
back to sell, the proceeds will go back into the business, please contact me if 

you are interested in buying them (£4- £14).  I watched one of Di's 

neighbours bake bread in an outdoor oven and reap the benefit, warm bread, 
yummy! 

 

I helped sort out hundreds of glasses donated by the Lions Club, to be taken 

out to the villages by the eye team. Unfortunately my planned trip with them 
had to be cancelled due to the sudden death of someone in the village, so 

maybe next time? 

 
We sang carols around the Christmas tree, and enjoyed a meat fondue on 

Christmas Eve: any tips on how you can keep cauliflower on a skewer?  I 

enjoyed travelling around the city at breakneck speed in the little mini buses, 

taxis and larger vans which are very cheap (equivalent to 7p per ride). 
 

Di and I sat in the sunshine and prayed over the city on New Yearôs morning!  

I feel I can now match names to faces and will be able to pray more 
effectively for those with whom Di meets on a regular basis.  Pray for her to 

know the way forward, once she completes this second year of language 

Pray for Diane to know the 

way forward, once she 

completes this second year 

of language study 
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study.  There are numerous open doors but she needs to know which one is 
best for her.  This is just a taster of the things I saw, as I am hoping to show a 

slideshow of my travels soon. 

Pat Dalgleish 

 

ñ...this Book, the most 

valuable thing this world 

affords.  Here is wisdom.  

This is the Royal Law.  

These are the lively 

oracles of God.ò 
 
 

 
Inscription on the 

coronation Bible 
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Cyril Snell was prompted by a recent service to 

ask questions about the Christian response to the 

world we live in. 
 
In the morning sermon at Headingley on 

Sunday 13 December, Brian urged that 

Christians should be concerned and involved in 
the national political processes.  The future 

poses urgent problems of a moral and ethical 

nature. 

 
The economic and financial problems with their 

immediate cause in the free market, the 

environment with the longer abuse of Godôs 
creation and the world wide terrorist threat are 

three among many.  The media with their sound 

bite attitude and short attention span encourage superficial judgment. 
 

Our sense of wellbeing is driven by consumerism and not by production.  

Trade is globalised with few decisions within the control of government.   

How do we discern a Christian response?   
 

T 
he environmental crisis is people driven.  With noble exceptions, 

people expect to consume energy and a government by consent has 
very little freedom of action.  Demonstrations do not affect the 

balance in international relations which seem unlikely to have an adequate 

response to the global demand for energy.  
 

We have not been willing to understand other cultures.  In our busyness 

should we find time to seek for an understanding that would lead us 

effectively to promote the care of all of Godôs Creation, or is the price too 
high? 

 

Cyril Snell 

ĀĀ  QuestionsQuestions  



34 

ĀĀ  Election MattersElection Matters  

Religion and Politics 
 

D 
u r i n g  D e c e mb er  t her e  wa s 

correspondence in The Baptist Times 

starting with an article urging Christians 

to be pro European. A reply argued that Jesus very 
rarely got involved in politics, but went on to 

claim that he would have been a Eurosceptic! This 

argument reveals the dangers of any discussion 
involving religion and politics, and explains why 

many, including some Christians, refuse to be 

drawn into this subject. 

 
My reason for writing this short series of articles 

in this general election year is because I 

passionately believe the opposite, and I base this 
on two Biblical and one Baptist argument: 

 

1 The Old Testament is permeated by politics, including political spin, 
and the prophets were as much politicians as they were preachers. One 

example will suffice ï Habakkuk whom we have been studying during 

January. In chapter 2 he lists the social evils of his time, and they sound 

(especially in The Message translation) like a description of British society in 
the twenty-first century: 

 

ñwho do you think you are ï getting rich by stealing and extortion?   
 

How long do you think you can get away with this? 
 

Youôve plundered nation after nation. Now youôll get a taste of your 

own medicine. 
 

Who do you think you are ï inviting your neighbours to your drunken 

parties, 
 

Giving them too much to drink, roping them into your sexual orgies? 

All the time you were drinking, you were drinking from the cup of 
Godôs wrathò. 
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The question remains ï what is the Christian response to these evils? We can 
denounce them, we can seek to warn coming generations to avoid them, but is 

that all we can and should do? We need to turn to the New Testament. 

 

2  Jesus said to his disciples 
in Mark 12.17 (and here I prefer 

the Authorised Version!): 

ñrender to Caesar the things 
that are Caesarôs, and to God 

the things that are Godôsò. The 

verb used is more than just ñpay 
your taxesò. It involves 

f u l f i l l i n g  a l l  y o u r 

responsibilities to the state, and in a democracy that means voting. That 

however also means coming to a personal decision as to which candidate (or 
which party) can best solve the financial evils of the current banking system 

or the social evils caused by excessive alcohol and sexual promiscuity ï to 

mention the two subjects quoted from Habakkuk. 
 

W 
hilst I would be the first to criticise some of the current limitations 

on personal freedom, I would have to praise the current 
Government for their action during the banking crisis and for the 

benefits of the smoking ban which has so improved social life. How should 

we as Christians make political decisions? 

 
3  In 2009 Baptists celebrated the 400th anniversary of the first English 

speaking Baptist church, meeting in Amsterdam and founded by a group of 

English exiles. They returned home in 1612, and their leader, Thomas 
Helwys, brought with them a treatise addressed to King James. This resulted 

in his imprisonment and death. It was entitled ñA Short Declaration of the 

Mystery of Iniquityò, and it included these words ñlet them be heretics, Turks 

(i.e. Muslims), Jews or whatsoever, it appertains not to the earthly power to 
punish them in the least measureò. This was the first ever plea in England for 

freedom of conscience in religion, and the basis of the Baptist principle of 

tolerance, which as I grow older I increasingly believe is perhaps the most 
important principle of our denomination. It is derived from the Sermon on the 

Mount, and leads in my opinion not only to ecumenism and also to inter-faith 

dialogue, but also to the need for political consensus, rather than 
confrontation. I learnt this from two former MEPs who said this was the main 

lesson they had derived from the European Parliament. 

ñrender to Caesarò means 

more than ñpay your taxesò. 

It involves fulfilling all your 

responsibilities to the state, 

and in a democracy that 

means voting 
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To me a sign of hope in what in other ways is a very bleak political landscape 
is the way in which each of the three main parties has a Christian fellowship, 

and these co-operate in a number of events such as an annual prayer 

breakfast. The Bible Society (in conjunction with CARE ï Christian Action, 

Research and Education) have a member of staff responsible for this, and for 
organising and mentoring internships for young Christians with member of 

both Houses. 

 
In 1995 a book was written by the then Professor of Theology at Leeds 

University, Adrian Hastings, a Roman Catholic. It included a sermon on the 

subject ñBetween prayer and politicsò and it included these words 
 

ñwithout prayer and its grounding in faith the human city and its 

politics remain irredeemable. But without politics prayer becomes a 

selfish ego trip, an escape from that burden of secular reality for which 
everyone of us is inherently responsible. A way to God which is not 

also a way back hour by hour to our neighbour on the streets of our 

city is the way to a God who does not deserve either to be worshipped 
or to existò. 

 

T 
he American Baptist, H E Fosdick, expressed the same point in his 
hymn ñGod of grace and God of gloryò when he wrote ñsave us from 

weak resignation to the evils we deploreò. 

 

In the next issue, which will be the last before the General Election, I hope to 
consider the criteria for deciding how to vote! 

 

John Nicholson 

The word of God is like a mirror in that it 

shows us who we really are.  It is like a map 

because it shows us where we need to go. It 

is like a portrait for it paints for us a picture 

of who God is. 
David Wallace 
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ĀĀ  Carbon FastCarbon Fast  
Tearfundôs Lent Carbon Fast 2010 

 

M 
any of us in SPBC joined with other churches to observe the period 
of Advent last December.  Lent starts on 17 February, and we are 
now invited by Tearfund to join other Christians to fast.  This is a 

Carbon Fast that will be taking place during Lent this year.  Join Tearfund to 
act justly in the face of climate change: fast from carbon, pray and cry out for 
climate justice.  
 
Climate change is hitting the world's poorest people now. Increased floods, 
droughts and storms are changing lives in the vulnerable communities where 
Tearfund's local partners serve. Poor people have done the least to cause 
climate change, but feel the impact most. Their lives are being devastated as 
floods wash food, homes and livelihoods away.  
 
It's difficult to see how our energy-hungry lifestyles cause suffering for 
people around the world 
we may never meet, but 
the Lord invites us to 
walk humbly.  Join 
Tearfund to respond and 
show mercy to the 
world's poorest people 
affected by a changing climate.  
 
It's simple. Tearfund provide daily actions or prayers to help you reduce your 
carbon emissions and help protect poor people from climate change. Not 
everyone will be able to do every action, and that's fine - Tearfund want to 
help you do what you can, not create eco-Pharisees.  
 
Some of you may remember the big screen used in the Advent photo sessions.  
That is being recycled and will shortly reappear at Headingley as the Lent 
Carbon Fast notice board.  It will contain further details on the Fast plus 
suggestions for cutting your carbon emissions.  Those with email can sign up 
for daily emails to take you through the Fast and download the actions at 
www.tearfund.org/carbonfast. 
 

John Lockwood  
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ĀĀ  Steve GreenSteve Green  
Itôs been a bit of a shock coming back to the UK during the cold spell from 
what had been an unusually warm Tunisia for December.  We were thankful 

that we had brought our flight forward to 20 December to avoid the BA strike 

(which was eventually called off) as had we kept to our original date we 

would have suffered the consequences of heavy snow making travel very 
difficult - ñprevenient graceò, my mother would have called it. 

 

A 
fter Christmas with Ismayôs family in Devon, we spent New Year 
with Andrew and Becs and grandchildren (Noah, 4 and Esther, 1) 

before having our medicals in London and our debriefing with BMS 

in Didcot. We headed back to Leeds through the thick Oxfordshire snow and 
are now establishing ourselves in Rockwood Road once again ï in the cottage 

in which Carolynôs father, Donald used to live. 

 

I have now finished as General Director of the Christian development 
organisation in Tunisia which BMS partners with.  Over the past two years 

we have seen work developing in new areas including care of the elderly and 

palliative care as well as work with single mothers and their children, people 
with disabilities and rural development.  We now have a well-established 

team in the North-West of the country, making a total of four teams. 

 
Ismay worked with us for a year in 2005 and returned to the work in 2008 

after some further training. She has been based at the national cancer hospital 

in Tunis and together we have been doing some training sessions with groups 

of nurses, doctors, medical students and paramedicals.  When we return in 
June we hope to concentrate our efforts together on developing palliative care 

in the community. We expect to be based eventually 400km south of the 

capital. 
 

During our six months home we will be visiting ten link groups of churches 

(29 churches!) as well as making a trip to Uganda to look at palliative care 

work in a different setting. 
 

Our programme until June looks like this: 

 
14 February     Watford 

28 February    Brighton and Horsham/Crawley 
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7 March   Ladygrove, Didcot 
14 March   Bradford Central 

21 March   Dunfermline 

31 March - 14 April  Research trip to Uganda 

18 April   Lincoln 
1-3 May    Baptist Assembly, Plymouth 

9 May    Chaddlewood, Plymouth 

16 May   Buckland, Plymouth 
23 May    Birmingham South group (Selly  Oak) 

27-30 May    Milford Haven link, Pembrokeshire 

 
We hope to return to Tunisia on June 25th. 

 

 

Thank you for praying for us and supporting us in this ministry 
 

Steve Green 

Steve and Ismay Green 
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ĀĀ  Bible StudyBible Study  

Jacob to Israel, A Life Transformed 
 

Beginning a new series of studies on the life of Jacob, 

extracted from his own blog, Steve Ford aims to encourage 

and challenge us to examine our lives in the light of Godôs 

grace and mercy so we that can grow in our personal 

relationship with Him. 
 

O 
ur story starts in Genesis 27: Isaac now has a wife and twin boys. 
One is a hunter and only appears to be interested in himself. He does 

not appear to have much interest in the spiritual. He is tricked out of 

his birthright as the elder son, by his younger brother who by all accounts is 
not much better.  The Bible tells us that Isaac loved Esau and Rebekah loved 

Jacob (Genesis 25.28). There appears to be a dispute going on here as to who 

is going to inherit.  Esau rightly assumed that as the elder son all was his, but 

Jacob believed he had an equal share being only a few minutes younger. 
Jacob, probably fuelled by his mother's encouragement, began to manipulate 

situations for his own ends. How many of us try to force God's hand before it 

is God's time? 
 

Isaac is now an old man and 

preparing for his death. He calls 
Esau and asks him to go hunting 

for him, Rebekah overhears and 

gets Jacob in on the act and 

together they conspire to deceive 
Isaac and so rob Esau of what was 

rightfully his. Jacob brings the 

food to Isaac and is asked ñHow 
have you done this so quickly?ò 

to which Jacob replies ñThe Lord 

your God brought it to meò.  Firstly what a lie, secondly, and more 
importantly Jacob used the words ñyour Godò, and not ñmy Godò.  All of us 

have to know God personally, not by proxy.  Jacob was living on his father's 

experience of God.  We will never be any use to God unless He is our God.  
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Jacob's lie and Rebekah's deceit caused no end of problems, so much so that 
Jacob had to run away, but God is bigger and greater than all that we do or 

say and He makes Himself known to the willing heart in His way and His 

time. Will we stop and listen or do we continue to run?  

 
As we move into Genesis 28 the story continues with Isaac blessing Jacob 

and sending him away.  The blessing that Isaac gives Jacob is one of 

encouragement.  Isaac still believes the promise given to his father Abraham, 
that is ñin him all nations of the earth will be blessedò.  God wants people 

who are willing to pursue the quest and believe the promise of salvation and 

recognise that it is God who causes us ñto be 
fruitful and multiplyò.  There is nothing that 

we can do to merit God's favour, yet God 

loves and cares for us by His mercy. 

 
Here in this story we find Isaac blessing 

Jacob even though he has deceived him and 

robbed his elder brother of his birthright. 
There is something here which makes us 

think about the mercy of God, a father who 

continues to love and care for our well being 
despite our failings. The heart of God is that 

we ñinherit the land in which we are a 

strangerò (v3). God wants us to possess all 

that He has promised through His Spirit, not just the things that we think we 
can obtain by our own efforts, but all that He has in His completeness.  I have 

often wondered how Jacob approached Issac on this occasion after deceiving 

his father and robbing his brother. He must have felt completely unworthy to 
kneel before his father, who "called him" to himself.  Jacob did not come 

pleading for forgiveness; Isaac decided to forgive no questions asked.  This is 

exactly how God deals with us: He calls us.  Jesus says ñno one comes to the 

Father except the Father call himò. 
 

I 
n calling Jacob to himself Isaac takes some control of his son's situation, 

a situation that is in danger of ending Jacob's life if his elder brother gets 
his way. Jacob finds himself in a situation that is brought about by his 

own selfish manipulation. God will always step into our messy situations and 

help us. God is in charge, as Romans 8.28 says, ñAnd we know that all things 
work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 

Jacob began to 

manipulate situations 

for his own ends. 

How many of us try to 

force God's hand 

before it is God's time? 
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according to His purposeò. God will always provide the way of escape if we 
are repentant. We have just seen that Jacob came without argument to Isaac 

for the blessing and went without protesting to Padan-Aram.  However, if 

Jacob had not gone Esau would have killed him, therefore rendering God's 

promise to Abraham and Isaac useless. God is in control of our lives, not us.  
Isaac's words to Jacob are ñdon't take a wife from here, arise goò. So Isaac 

created a way of escape from Esau: 

 
Ā From trouble and turmoil which would have hampered Jacob's life 

so making God's dealings with him limited 

Ā By buying time for Jacob so he could encounter God (v15,16)  
Ā So that Jacob would not be yoked or joined together with those 

who did not believe or trust the one true God (2 Corinthians 6.14) 

 

God wants us to be wholly committed to Him and not joined or dragged down 
by distractions. Thank God for His great Mercy that reaches us where we are 

and provides the way of escape that we need.  

 

Steve Ford 
 
Jacobôs story and our story will continue in the next magazine. Steveôs blog is at 
steveforddevotions.blogspot.com. 

 

 

Your word is a lamp to my 

feet and a light for my path 

 
 

 
 Psalm 119.105 (NIV) 
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ĀĀ  Intouch Internet FavouritesIntouch Internet Favourites  
www.climatestewards.net 

 

John Nicholson wrote about the Christian response to 

climate change in the last issue of Intouch in the run-up 

to the Copenhagen summit, and suggested ways to cut 
our carbon emissions.  If youôre looking for other ways 

to act on the issue, or looking for up-to-date prayer 

information, then resources and campaign information 

are found on the website of Climate Stewards.  
Elsewhere in this magazine youôll see that BMS World Mission are donating 

to this organisation to offset their flights, and on this site youôll find out much 

more about the scheme: 
 

Climate Stewards is part of A Rocha, a global family of community-

based conservation projects in 18 countries on five continents showing 

Godôs love for all creation.  Climate Stewards shares the core values of 
A Rocha: 

 

Christian 
Conservation 

Community  

Cross-cultural 
Cooperation 

 

The organisation is recommended by Sir John Houghton, who says 

 
Those of us in the rich world have become rich through cheap energy 

from fossil fuels that we have received over many decades. It is now 

increasingly apparent that emissions from burning fossil fuels are 
causing great damage, especially to the world's poorest people. There 

is a moral and Christian imperative to offset the damage we continue 

to cause: this can be done through Climate Stewards. I commend the 
scheme to you. 

 

 
If you have a suggestion of an interesting, useful or fun website for Intouch Internet Favourites, 
email the details to magazine@spbc.org.uk. 



44 

ĀĀ  Book ReviewBook Review  

Justification: Godôs Plan and Paulôs Vision 

Tom Wright 
                                                     
The Bishop of Durham, Tom Wright, has written seventeen Bible 
commentaries over twenty years.  The title ñWhat St Paul Really Sawò 

published in 1977 illustrates the fruits 
of the authorôs scholarship immersed 
in the culture of the first century AD.  
These studies have attracted 
opposition and in particular from 
John Piper, who in 2001 published 
ñThe Future of Justification, a 
response to N T Wrightò. 
 
Bishop Wright interrupting his 
planned writings has devoted over 
200 pages in response to Piper.  The 
exchanges are hard hitting, but 
always courteous and the central 
i s s u e i s  t h e  me a n i n g  o f 
ñjustificationò. Wright claims that 
understanding the ideas and writings 
of other contemporary sources, 
ensures the authenticity of the New 
Testament as originally presented and 
that in the Epistles, Paul illustrates 
Godôs plan for the redemption of His 
Creation from Adam and Abraham to 
the climax in the coming of the 
Messiah.  

 
His thesis is that the leaders of the Reformation, principally Calvin and 
Luther, approached the Epistles looking for answers to their own concerns 
and wrongly interpreted what is in the original Greek.  He gives examples 
where the NIV Bible uses an incorrect translation in order to conform to 
sixteenth century interpretations.  These have resulted in terms such as 
justification, righteousness and justice being given a weight of theological 
content that is not warranted by the actual text. 



45 

The ninety page introduction with some amusing analogies rebuts objections 
to his earlier works on Paul.  In contrast, the 136 pages of the study of the five 
Epistles offer a sustained logical development, which directly conflicts with 
the interpretation of the Reformation giants.  Wright claims that the study of 
the Gospels and Epistles in the context of first century culture is more 
authentic than that from the 16th century subject to the priorities peculiar to 
that period. 
 
The controversies caused by this implicit rejection of Calvinism have not 
always been conducted with the courtesy shown by Piper.  ñJustificationò is 
carefully reasoned and deserves an equally reasoned response.  Wright as 
always asserts the authority of the Bible and the ultimate significance of the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus and the duty of our obedience. Much 
Christian witness has no need for complexity, but these ideas form the basis 
of statements of faith. For those who seek a fuller knowledge of the Gospel 
that we proclaim, these studies could form the basis of a deeply challenging 
course. 
 

Cyril Snell 
 
If you have been inspired by a recent book you have read, share it with the whole church by 
emailing magazine@spbc.org.uk 

Robert Bonell reports from Bridlington: 

 

I have been doing voluntary work for the British 
Heart Foundation while staying in Bridlington.  

The main boss is Sharon, ably assisted by 

Natasha, the assistant manager who is in charge 
while Sharon is absent.  My main duties are 

pressing clothes, then taking them downstairs for 

sale to the public.  I also help bag things up for the rag 

man.  Happy New Year to everyone who works at the 
shop. 
 

Robert Bonell 
Robert also says thanks to Andrew and Michelle Furber for the meal at 

their house on Christmas Day and wishes them a Happy New Year too. 


